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First and foremost, we would like to say a huge 
thank you to all the contributors and businesses 
that have supported our first issue and have 
shown their confidence in what we want to bring 
to Pontefract. 

This magazine will be a monthly publication 
with a strong emphasis on providing quality 
content relevant to Pontefract people, including 
community news, local interest articles and 
events listings. 

Locally based, we’re passionate about supporting 
our local area. Our mission is to bring local 
businesses and the community together whilst 
providing a platform for the people and groups 
who work hard to improve Pontefract for 
everyone. 

However, Pomfretian is more than just a 
magazine, it is a call to arms. We believe 
Pontefract is already a great place but it could 
be even better if we all pull together, support 
our local businesses and get involved within the 
community wherever we can.

Details of how to contribute can be found 
throughout the magazine, so please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch to share ideas and content for 
the next issue. 

We hope you enjoy reading the Pomfretian 
as much as we have enjoyed being a part of 
its creation. We also hope it will inspire you to 
see or do something amazing in Pontefract this 
month.

Welcome...

Issue #1 – February 2019
5000 copies printed
Next magazine copydate: 
12th February 2019
Next magazine published: 
26th February 2019

Submissions
If you would like to contribute to the 
Pomfretian email hello@pomfretian.
co.uk. We’re always delighted to hear 
from writers, photographers and 
anyone involved in a local group or 
activity.

Advertise
For more information on how to 
advertise email hello@pomfretian.
co.uk or call 07936 860 215.

Disclaimer
Pomfretian is produced and 
published by Love Local Ltd.
The opinions expressed within 
the magazine are of the individual 
authors and not necessarily those 
of the Pomfretian.  While every 
effort has been made to ensure the 
accuracy of content, we accept no 
liability in respect of the content of 
any article, photo or advertisement.
©Love Local Ltd. All rights reserved. 
No reproduction or copying without 
permission.
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Leisure Hub Recieves 
Planning Approval

Controversial plans to build a new leisure and 
wellbeing hub within Pontefract Park have been 
approved by Wakefield Council. 

The plans promise to provide residents of the 
Five Towns with a first-class leisure and wellbeing 
facility including a 10-lane, 25 metre swimming 
pool, childrens’ splash pad area, an extensive health 
and fitness gym, cafe and meeting spaces, tennis 
courts, football pitches and childrens soft play area. 

However, the plans have been met by 
opposition from some local residents, who 
objected to the location within the park and 
raised concerns over traffic congestion around the 
site.

The next stage is for the full application to go 
to the Secretary of State whose staff will, having 
looked at all the information, either agree or call it 
in for detailed examination.

Wakefield Local 
Development Plan 
2036 - Have Your Say

Wakefield Council are currently 
undertaking consultation on the Initial 
Draft Wakefield District Local Plan 
2036. 

The document sets out the Council’s 
planning policies covering the period 
up to 2036 and outlines a planning 
framework of policies, site allocations 
and designations. 

The draft plans are available to view 
online, via the council website, or as 
printed material in libraries accross the 
district until Wednesday 20 February 
2019. 

Any comments made during the 
consultation period will inform the 
next stage of preparing the Local Plan.

Community 
News
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WE SELL
Guitars, Basses, Ukuleles, Amps, Drums, 
Accessories, FX, PA and Recording Gear

WE OFFER
Guitar, Drums, Bass & Ukulele lessons 

from just £20 per hour, PA Hire, Recording 
Services, Guitar Repairs & setups

01977 790145
Unit 7 Horsefair House, Pontefract, WF8 1PE
www.jowmusic.co.uk | Find us on Facebook 

Community Group 
Directory Launched

Pontefract Civic Society, in collaboration 
with the Pontefract Community Page on 
Facebook, have launched a new online 
community directory for community 
groups, sports clubs, charities and voluntary 
organisations.

It is their hope that the directory will 
become a valuable resource for Pontefract 
residents looking to get involved within the 
community, discover groups and clubs or 
find out about volunteering opportunities 
within the town. 

The directory can be viewed at https://
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/
community-directory and is free for groups 
to add themselves. 

We love to hear from groups, 
organisations and individuals about 
what’s happening locally. Include a photo 
if you can. Email your stories to 
news@pomfretian.co.uk
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Did you know there is a local chapter 
of the Women’s Institute (WI) 
right in our town centre?  Founded 

over two years ago, the Pomfret WI has 
grown from a few ladies to more than 30 
members from Pontefract and surrounding 
areas. We welcome women of all ages 
and from all walks of life and we aim to 
provide something to interest and entertain 
everyone. We have made bath bombs, been 
entertained by an inspirational deaf musician, 
been to Saltaire and a lavender farm and 
have been educated about breast cancer 
awareness. Our new programme starts in 
January and includes storytellers, comedians, 
flower arranging, Zumba...and much more!

Some of our ladies are very crafty, some 
can only manage to stick their fingers 
together! Some ladies bake it, some ‘fake 
it’. Some entertain us and from others, we 
learn. We all have different lives, interests 
and talents (even if we don’t yet know it!). 
The WI is for all women. We like to think 
we provide friendship and help to combat 
loneliness for women who appreciate the 
comradery of other women, and who 
would like to learn new things, participate in 
the community and make new friends.  

On a regional and national level, there are 
numerous classes, workshops and day trips 
you can participate in as well as advocating 
for change on a number of issues that affect 

Jam, 
Jerusalem 
and Beyond…
by Autumn Hall

us all as women, throughout the country 
and the planet.

Come join a lively bunch of ladies for 
interesting speakers, activities, crafts, parties, 
great conversation, an annual outing and a 
lot of laughs. We meet on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month, 7:00 p.m. sharp at The St. 
Giles Centre, St. Giles Church WF8 1AT. 
Visitor’s fee of £3 includes tea/coffee and 
cake. 

For more information, email 
pontefractwi2016@gmail.com or Tweet 
us @pontewi. You can also visit the WI at 
www.thewi.org.uk for more information 
about the organisation as a whole, our 
resolutions for the new year and the 
causes we support to increase public 
awareness and policy change in the UK.  
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Knights of Pontefract

I t’s only been 18 months since Steve & 
Jenny Knight opened Knights of Pontefract 
fish & chip shop on Horsefair in the town. 

However, there has been lots to celebrate 
in that short time having been placed in the 
Top 10 new fish & chip shops in the UK by 
the National Fish & Chip Awards, getting 
a Top 10 placing by Fry Magazine as one 
of the best fish & chip restaurants, being 
a finalist at the British Takeaway Awards, 
securing a coveted Quality Award from 
the National Fish Friers Federation and 
also being one of only 100 UK fish & chip 
shops to gain Marine Stewardship Council 
accreditation for the quality & sustainability 
of the fish.

“Its been an amazing couple of years 
since we identified the vacant Cooplands 
bakery shop, and made an offer to take 
over the lease” commented Steve, “We 
are thrilled to bits with the reaction from 
the people of Pontefract and have had to 
recruit additional staff to cope with the 
demand, and regularly have queues waiting 
for tables in the restaurant”. 

“We try to cater for everyone in both 

the restaurant & takeaway, with Senior 
Citizen & Kids Meal deals along with small, 
regular & large fish & chips. We even have a 
popular Gluten Free day every Wednesday, 
when we offer gluten free alternatives 
alongside our normal menu” added Jenny.

“We like to think we offer a friendly 
service alongside some great food, and with 
a 25% increase in customer numbers since 
we opened, we are excited for the future”

Knights of Pontefract is located at 
3 Horsefair, next to Broken Bridge 
Wetherspoons public house and is open 
11am to 8pm Monday to Saturday.

BUSINESS IN FOCUS
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Celebrating 50 Years 
of Civic Pride

by Paul Cartwright

Pontefract Civic Society is just one of many 
charities and community groups working 
to improve Pontefract. Although many 

of the other groups have a very specific focus, 
Pontefract Civic Society has a broader and wide-
ranging remit.

The society was formed in 1969 in order 
to promote high standards of architecture and 
planning and to share the history and heritage 
of our historic market town. Over the years, the 
civic society has been instrumental in achieving 
improvements to the appearance of the town 
centre, have campaigned for the designation of 
new conservation areas, have lobbied for better 
transport and railway services and delivered 
projects such as the Magna Carta monument, as 
a celebration of our past.

2019 marks an important milestone for the 
society as it is our 50th Anniversary. As such, 
we intend to make this year very special, going 
beyond our standard offer of heritage and local 
interest talks. Some of the celebrations and 
events we have planned include: 

A blue plaque unveiling for Elizabeth Moxon, 
Pontefract’s 18th-century culinary pioneer and 

author; 
A community showcase event in Pontefract 

Town Hall, allowing local not-for-profit and 
community groups to promote themselves to the 
wider community; 

A 50th celebration event in Pontefract 
Town Hall with Doncaster Youth Swing Band; 
a tree planting ceremony and more, yet to be 
confirmed. 

As we look towards the future, we hope to 
work closely with businesses, schools and other 
organisations within the town to deliver positive 
lasting changes for the benefit of those living 
in and around Pontefract. However, in order to 
deliver on these aims, we need passionate people 
with all types of skills to get involved. If you have 
a little time to give, we’d love to hear from you. 
Or, if you simply wish to support our work, you 
can do so by becoming a member. If you have 
an email address, then for our anniversary year, 
we are trialling lower cost membership fees of 
£5 for individuals and £8 for couples in the same 
household. Please visit our website to find out 
more: https://www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
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Business in focus:

SUZI’S  BOUTIQUE
We opened our little 
shop back in 2015. Our 
ambition was to create 
an environment where 
our customers feel 
welcome and to provide 
real wearable clothes 
and accessories for real 
women. We’ve always 
worked hard to find 
products that you wont 
find elsewhere on the high 
street, but also of great 
quality and at a reasonable 
price. 

We choose our clothing 
lines for their flattering cut 
and great fit with many of 
our lines being “one size” 
suitable for sizes 8 - 18/20. 
We change our stock 
frequently with new things 

arriving every week, this 
ensures we always have 
the latest, on trend styles. 
We stock a small number 
of each item to avoid 
the nightmare scenario 
of walking into a place 
dressed exactly the same 
as everyone else.

When selecting our shoe 
ranges we look for both 
style and practicality, our 
intention is to find shoes 
that are on trend but also 
comfortable for the wearer. 

Our beautiful range of 
fashion jewellery is just the 
thing to add that finishing 
touch to your outfit, with 
seasonal items such as 
fascinators also stocked.

MEET THE
OWNER

Sue Ayre is the 
Pontefract born and 
bred owner of Suzi’s 

Boutique and the 
name sake behind the 

shops name. From 
humble beginnings of 
setting up Suzi’s as 
a market stall some 

8 years ago, she 
continues to have the 
same passion for the 

shop today as she 
did then - only without 
the need for thermal 
gloves in the winter.

Connect with Suzi’s Boutique on Social Media               suzisboutique



Pontefract in Bloom
by Colin White

P ontefract in Bloom is a community 
group formed in 2015 with the aim 
of enhancing Pontefract with flowers 

through voluntary action, collaboration with 
other community organisations, applying for 
grant funding and attracting sponsorship. 
Council funding for floral displays has 
disappeared so it was obvious to the newly 
formed Pontefract in Bloom committee that 
sponsorship was necessary to pay for town 
centre floral displays and we have been 
successful in recruiting increasing numbers 
of sponsors each year from businesses, 
community organisations and individuals. 
Pontefract in Bloom 2018 was supported 
by 44 sponsors providing 57 baskets, seven 

spectacular 3-tier planters, nine square 
planters and two stone troughs in the Town 
Centre. 

We have also received grant funding from 
Wakefield Council’s Local Capital Fund and 
Neighbourhood Improvement Fund, thanks 
to the support of Pontefract councillors, as 
well as Wakefield District Housing. This has 
enabled us to purchase sustainable self-
watering planters, including spectacular 3-tier 
planters. However, they all require planting 
up twice a year in spring and autumn, 
maintaining and watering, which all costs 
money, hence the need for sponsorship 
funding. 

Last year Pontefract in Bloom began 
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“Fantastic value home cooked meals, 
freshly prepared from only the finest 

local ingredients available”

1 Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ

01977 702 702
www.cromwellstearooms.co.uk

a collaboration with Day Opportunities 
based at Thornes Park Nurseries providing 
work for people with learning disability. By 
purchasing plug plants in early spring, grown 
on at Thornes Park Nurseries and planted 
out by our volunteers we have halved our 
planting costs. For summer 2018 5,000 
bedding plants provided flowers for all our 
planters, two flower beds in Pontefract Park, 
one at St Giles Church and the Prince of 
Wales Hospice flower bed on the corner of 
Halfpenny Lane. Our small volunteer group 
was assisted by Friends of Pontefract Park, 
St Giles Church, Pontefract Lioness Club 
and Phoenix (part of Day Opportunities 
based at Baileygate Industrial Centre) to 
complete the planting in late May to early 
June. The challenge during the summer was 
the regular watering of the hanging baskets 
and planters through the long drought 
and this was provided by First Impressions 
Nurseries, Ackworth which also supplied 
and maintained all the hanging baskets. In the 
autumn the volunteers cleared the summer 
planting and planted for the winter with 
plants grown on for us at Thornes Park.

We now look forward to summer 2019 
and will be launching the sponsorship 
programme in February. Our collaboration 
with Day Opportunities and Phoenix will 
continue in 2019 to provide the summer 
and winter planting and we have secured a 
grant for the summer plants from Wakefield 
Council’s Community Development Fund. 
An additional six 3-tier planters will be 
installed in the Market Place for the summer; 
the planting workload is increasing and we 
need to recruit more volunteers to help 
with the planting. 

If you would like to get involved with 
Pontefract in Bloom as a volunteer or a 
committee member please message our 
Facebook page or contact Colin White on 
01977 795074 or 07876234054.
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When Dream Time Creative, 
our arts company based in 
Wakefield and the powerhouse 

behind the Forgotten Women of Wakefield 
Project, was approached by Pontefract 
Museum to put the spotlight on Pontefract’s 
author of the 18th century cookbook 
‘English Housewifery’ we were delighted. 
Little did we know just how much of an 
enigma Elizabeth Moxon was going to be. 

Charged with raising the profile of both 
her and the museum through a series of 
community engagement workshops, talks, 
research and media work, we set about 
trying to uncover just who she was. There 
was scant concrete information already in 
existence so from October 2018  through 
to early February  2019, three researchers 

from our crack team have travelled the 
width and depth of the country to access 
never before referenced documents to try 
to find out more about this extraordinary 
woman.  

They have worked with members of 
Pontefract Civic Society, met with The 
Pontefract History Society, given talks 
to the public, upskilled members of the 
community in research techniques, created 
opportunities to respond creatively through 
poetry and prose writing as well as  engaged 
community members in more traditional 
art forms  in response to the cookbook, 
the recipes and an emerging picture of 
who Elizabeth could possibly be. Was she 
Elizabeth Shaw from Leeds who married 
William Moxon, the master baker who lived 

Who was 
Elizabeth Moxon?

by Sarah Cobham
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on Finkle Street? Or was she 
Elizabeth Hastleton from 
Pontefract who married 
William Moxon, the stone 
mason, also from Finkle 
Street? And what part did 
James Lister, the printer of 
the first edition in 1741,  
play in creating what could 
quite possibly be a generic 
Elizabeth Moxon, as a ruse 
to sell the book with his 
friend James Swale the 
publisher? 

The art of research has its challenges and 
this project has certainly provided plenty of 
them. With a blue plaque unveiling due to 
take place March 15th 2019 to honour the 
success of the book, we know, at least, at this 
stage the comprehensive story of the book 
itself. Published 16 times, the publishers 

and printers stories are as fascinating but 
infinitely more accessible than that of 
‘our’ Elizabeth’s whose own story remains 
elusive at this time. Dream Time Creative 
will be presenting those findings at the 
Blue Plaque unveiling where Yvette Cooper 
and Don Moxon, researcher and author 
to the forward of the latest edition of the 
cookbook, will be in attendance.

A family run Cafe with a drinks licence, 
just off Market Place.

We cater for all types of food, including 
Vegetarian, Vegan and Gluten Free. 
 Mauds Yard can be found next to 

Dorothy Perkins.

01977 792 255
www.maudscafeofpontefract.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook - Mauds Cafe of Pontefract

Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ

F
O

R2 1
ON ALL CAKES 

WITH 
THIS AD
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New Discoveries at 
Pontefract Castle Open the 
Gates For More to Come

by Ian Downes

Now that the Key to the North 
project at Pontefract Castle is 
coming to a close this seems an 

ideal time to cover the most important 
discoveries to date. 

There have been many thousands of 
artefacts discovered, which is no unusual 
thing when excavating a royal castle with 
over 1000 years of recorded history. 
Amongst those unearthed are two standout 
discoveries from the Key To The North 
Project.

7 ½ “cannon” balls were found lodged 
within the Keep wall.  These are solid cast 
iron balls that were fired from a variety 
of weapons including a Demi-Cannon, a 
Cannon Petro, a Basilisk, and a Culverin.  
Discoveries of cannon balls or shot are not 

unusual on a site with such a rich Civil Wars 
history and there are already a number 
of cannonballs in the museum’s collection.  
These earlier finds were discovered 
within the castle grounds and gardens of 
neighbouring properties. What makes the 
newly discovered cannon unusual is that 
they were found still lodged in the wall that 
they were fired at.

This gave us an opportunity to look back 
at the Diaries of Nathan Drake, a soldier 
garrisoned at the castle during the castle’s 
first seige, to try and determine when 
the cannon may have been fired.  Drake 
identifies that between the 17th and 21st 
January 1644, 1363 shots were fired at 
the castle at the section of wall where the 
balls were found.  He doesn’t record any 
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other periods of cannon fire being 
targeted at the same section.  Such 
an intense period of fire resulted 
in the collapse of the Piper Tower. 
Despite its collapse this still left 
roughly an 8m high wall from 
the outside, meaning the castle 
remained impenetrable. This may 
be one of the reasons that Oliver 
Cromwell described the castle as 
“one of England’s strongest inland 
garrisons”.

Not long after the discovery of 
the cannon balls the team made 
a second significant find.  Whilst 
excavating the footings of the herb 
garden wall, a substantial ashlar wall 
was uncovered.  Works paused 
to consult old plans and sketches 
of the castle and Historic England 
were informed. It was agreed 
that further excavation should go 
ahead to assess the size of the new 
structure. 

Shortly after this find a U-shaped wall, 
with a substantial drum tower attached 
on one side was also unearthed.  This 
was all located just a few metres outside 
the existing gatehouse drum towers.  This 
mystery structure isn’t shown on the 
illustration of the castle by Alexander 
Kierincx, painted in 1640.  It is now thought 
this is an earlier and much more complex 
gatehouse than the one that was standing 
when Kierincx painted the castle.  

The discovery of an earlier gatehouse 
has the potential to redraw the map of the 
castle and increase our understanding of it 
as a medieval fortress.  As a result of this 
significance, Historic England have agreed 
to fund an excavation of the structure in 
late 2019 where we will hopefully be able 
to learn more about this important new 
discovery.

LOCAL HISTORY

W E  A R E  P O N T E F R AC T ’ S 

C U RTA I N S ,  C A R P E T I N G  A N D 

F LO O R I N G  S P E C I A L I ST S

Taylored Holmes
carpet and curtain specialist

Visit our showroom for 3 floors of beautiful 
made to measure curtains, quality floor 

coverings, fabulous paints and wonderful 
wall coverings. 

With over 70 years combined experience, 
we can help make your house a home.

01977 704272
17A Front Street, Pontefract, WF8 1DA

www.tayloredholmes.co.uk
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Pontefract:
The Kingdom of Alms

by Eric Jackson

Pontefract has a proud tradition of providing almshouses, accommodation 
for the poor and needy, so much so that in the Middle Ages it was known as 
the Kingdom of Alms, as by the end of the 18th century no fewer than ten 
almshouses had been founded in the town.

Robsons Almshouses, Southgate
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The oldest of Pontefract’s almshouses was 
St Nicholas’ Hospital, sited on Mill Dam 
Lane where the Hope and Anchor pub 

now stands, and probably existed before the 
Conquest. The monks building the priory of St. 
John lived there whilst the priory was being built. 

It survived the dissolution of the monasteries 
but by 1660 it lay in ruins after the depredations 
of the Civil War. It was re-built in 1673 as 
a simple almshouse rather than a religious 
institution and was still in operation in 1826 but, 
along with the adjoining chapel of St Helen, was 
finally demolished in 1888. In 1889, a row of 
three terraced houses, St. Nicholas’ Houses, were 
built on the site. 

The only Pontefract almshouse which has 
a blue plaque is Trinity, or Knolles’ Hospital 
founded in 1385 by Sir Robert Knolles, & 
Constance de Beverley, his wife, in honour of the 
Holy Trinity and the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

This hospital was a wealthy institution having 
seven chaplains, two clerks, a church, a large 
common room and separate lodging-rooms for 
between thirteen and sixteen men, women and 
two servants to attend to them.

It was surrendered to the King at the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries & Religious 
Institutions (1536-40) but continued in operation 
and by 1660 its chapel, Trinity Chapel, was being 
used for general town worship when All Saints 
was in ruins after the Civil War and St. Giles was 
still in the process of enlargement.

Knolles’ was rebuilt between 1880 & 1900 but 
by 1948 it was in a ruinous condition and was 
finally demolished in the 1960s to make way for 
the bus station and is now submerged beneath 
the bus station forecourt. Trinity Street, or the 
Trinities, was named after Trinity Chapel, which 
formed part of the Knolles Hospital complex.

Wards, or Tanshelf Hospital, was on Front 
Street and dates from 1520. It was still an 
almshouse in 1891 but by 1907 it had been 
abandoned and is now occupied by Haribo but 
was re-built on Love Lane in 1932. 

Between 1620 & 1770 another seven were 
founded, Thwaites’, The Bedehouse, Matthew 

Franks’, Cowper’s, Robert Franks’, Watkinson’s 
and Perfect’s Hospitals and by 1770, they 
provided for seventy-two poor inmates between 
them.

Thwaites’ Hospital was on Newgate opposite 
the Malt Shovel Yard. Built in 1620, it was 
still occupied in 1939 but was demolished in 
the 1960s and re-built by the Pontefract and 
Ackworth Almshouse Charity on Hartley Park in 
1949.

The Bedehouse was in Micklegate, opposite 
Spink Lane and certainly existed before 1650, and 
may have been much older. Although originally a 
Bedehouse, by 1650 it operated as a poorhouse 
for sixteen poor women. It was partly demolished 
in 1811 to provide a workhouse and in 1889 
the last part of the original Bedehouse was 
demolished and a terrace of houses, Bedehouse 
Villas, was built on the site. The workhouse was 
converted into four houses which remained well 
into the ‘60s and were reputedly haunted. These 
houses were eventually demolished and a new 
Almshouse complex for the accommodation of 
three couples was built on the site in 1988.

 Two of Pontefract’s hospitals still exist 
as buildings, Perfect’s Hospital founded in 
Micklegate in 1767 and Cowper’s Hospital 
founded in 1668 by Mr Robert Cowper, originally 
in Cornmarket but now at the junction of North 
Baileygate and The Butts.

Perfect’s became redundant as a hospital 
in 1958 and was converted into offices, whilst 
Cowper’s was closed in 1888 and converted into 
a semi-detached house by the addition of a new 
floor.

The Frank’s Hospitals adjoined Perfect’s and 
became redundant a the same time although 
they didn’t survive and were demolished in 
1963/5. Senior’s garage now occupies the site of 
Frank’s Hospital.

Almshouse provision continued in Pontefract; 
Watkinson’s Hospital was built in 1778 for 
eight poor people and one servant with an 
endowment of 1765 by Edward Watkinson, M.D. 
of Ackworth, on the site of what is now Mamma 
Mia’s car park in Northgate. Demolished in the 
1970s, all that remains is a small length of stone 
boundary wall.
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The Robson family of maltsters built two 
almshouses, the first, Baghill Almshouse founded 
in 1902 but disposed of in 1990 and subsequently 
demolished, and Robson’s Almshouses, built on 
Southgate in 1913 and still in operation, housing 
four couples or single people.

William Ryder in 1954, his brother-in-law 
George William Jordon in 1960 and his wife 
Nellie Louise Ryder in 1961, all left their estates 
in trust for the Almshouse Charity to provide and 
endow a hostel to be known as the Nellie Ryder 
Hostel. Built on land off Halfpenny Lane in1968 it 
comprises twelve modern bungalows.

The latest additions to Pontefract’s Almshouse 
are the John Mercer Almshouses, built on 
Halfpenny Lane in 2017 with the proceeds of a 
bequest made in 1574 by Mr Mercer, a butcher 
supposedly born in Pontefract, which was left 
to the then Knolle’s or Trinity Almshouses and 
which ultimately devolved into the Pontefract 
and Ackworth Almshouse Charity. The new 
Almshouses were named the John Mercer 
Almshouses in recognition of his bequest.

This then is the story of ‘The Kingdom of 
Alms’ and how a small town such as Pontefract 
became amongst the foremost providers of 
accommodation for the poor and destitute and 

where the Pontefract and Ackworth Almshouse 
Charity continues to operate 29 almshouses, 
thus continuing the centuries-old tradition of 
‘The Kingdom of Alms’; something Pontefract can 
be justly proud of. 

NB: The term ‘alms’ derives from Old English 
via Latin & Greek and means pity or compassion. 
What we now call an almshouse was, in medieval 
times, called a hospital. A hospital was not a place 
to heal the sick, that was an Infirmary, but rather 
a place of lodging, a house for the reception and 
entertainment of pilgrims, travellers or strangers.

The word ‘hospital’ itself comes from the Latin 
hospes and hospitium and from which our modern 
words host, hospitality, hospice, hostel and hotel are 
all descended.

Eric Jackson is a retired JP, the secretary of 
Pontefract & District Family History Society 
and a Trustee of the Pontefract & Ackworth 
Almshouse Charity. He is available to book 
as a presentation speaker and has a range of 
fourteen informative and entertaining talks for 
clubs and societies on various subjects. For 
more information, call 01977 791087 or email 
amiducour@live.co.uk. 

Mercer Almshouses, Halfpenny Lane
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What’s On?

Carleton and District 
Ladies Group
4 February, 7pm for 7:30pm
The Rugby Club, Carleton

Mrs Asquith will be the speaker, 
titled ‘Photo Case’. Members £1 
and visitors £2.

Swap Till You Drop 
Evening
5 February, 7pm - 9pm
Mauds Cafe, Pontefract

Are there items in your 
wardrobe, that you just don’t 
wear anymore or have never 
worn? Bring them along to our 
Clothes Swap evening
Tickets are £7.50 per person, 
which includes a drink and 
buffet.

Castle Crafts
5 February, 7pm - 9pm
Pontefract Castle

Fun creative session for 2-5 year 
olds and their adults. We will 
be going outside as part of our 
activities so wear messy clothes 
and wellies. Feel free to bring 
your child a drink and small 
snack - in case they need more 
energy!

Ukulele Workshop
9 February, 10:30pm - 4pm
Central Methodist Church

Pontefract Music Festival is 
hosting a ukulele workshop 
as part of their 2019 festival 
season. They are inviting anyone 
aged 16 or over interested 
in playing the ukulele, from 
absolute beginners to those 
with experience to come along 
and play. 

WakefieldRecycles 
Open Day!
19 February, 12pm - 4pm
Shanks Waste Management, 
WF9 3TH

See WakefieldRecycles in action!
Do you ever wonder what 
happens to your recycling after 
your bin has been collected?

Copleys Barn Dance 
ft. The LCS American 
Cowboy Band
16 February, 7pm - 11:45pm
Farmer Copleys

On Saturday 16th February, 
Farmer Copleys will be holding 
a special American style Barn 
Dance, Farmer Copleys style 
including LIVE MUSIC from The 
LCS American Cowboy Band.
Tickets available from - https://
www.farmercopleys.co.uk/
shop/tickets/barndance/

Funny Face Masks
20 February, 10am - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

Search for the funny faces that 
appear on many of the objects 
in Pontefract Museum and make 
a funny face mask!

Clay Creations: 
Gargoyles
20 February, 10am - 
11.30am or 1.30pm – 3pm
Pontefract Museum

Learn about medieval 
gargoyles and make a 
gruesome gargoyle of your 
own out of clay.

The Marksman Film 
Premiere
8 February, 7pm
Pontefract Squash & Leisure 
Club

Telling the career story of our 
very own James Willstrop.
Call 01977 793333 to reserve 
tickets.

More details on all the events listed below can be 
found on our website.
If you would like to have your event included on 
this page, please send details to 
events@pomfretian.co.uk
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Providing competitively priced, 
effective and targeted local 
advertising, we are here to help put 
your business at the heart of the 
local community. We understand 
that you pride yourself on the quality 
of your products or services, and so 
do we.

For more information, call or visit us at:

T: 07936 860 215
www.pomfretian.co.uk

Pomfretian is a community 
magazine and not simply a 
directory. Unlike many free 
magazines, our issues focus on 
providing readers with original, high 
quality editorial that local people 
want to read. 

Each month, Pomfretian is hand 
delivered to local letterboxes and 
available to pick up from convenient 
locations in the town. Advertising 
with us gets you through the door of 
local people, helping to raise your 
business profile and generate new 
custom.

No artwork? No adverts? No 
problem. With  in-house designers 
and copywriters, we can help you 
to produce the right, high quality 
adverts, artwork and content that 
will generate real results for your 
business.

Advertise with us...

GET YOUR

BUSINESS
NOTICED


