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Submissions
If you would like to contribute to the 
Pomfretian please call 07936 860 215 
or email hello@pomfretian.co.uk. 
We’re always delighted to hear from 
writers, photographers and anyone 
involved in a local group or activity.

Advertise
For more information on how to 
advertise visit www.pomfretian.co.uk, 
email hello@pomfretian.co.uk or call 
07936 860 215.

Disclaimer
Pomfretian is produced and published 
by Love Local Ltd.
The opinions expressed within the 
magazine are of the individual authors 
and not necessarily those of the 
Pomfretian.  While every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy 
of content, we accept no liability in 
respect of the content of any article,  
event, photo or advertisement.
©Love Local Ltd. All rights reserved. 
No reproduction or copying without 
permission.
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Pontefract Awarded Best 
Dressed Town
Pontefract has been awarded the Best Dressed 
Town for the 2019 Tour de Yorkshire in a 
competition held by the organisers of the race. 
Pontefract was pitted against a shortlist which 
included Howden, Garforth and Pateley Bridge 
but came out on top with 38% of the votes. 
Decorations included 3.5km of bunting, handmade 
pom poms hung from trees along the route, three 
giant cycling jerseys draped over central landmarks 
and over 50 decorated bikes.
Cllr Jacquie Speight, Wakefield Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Culture, Leisure and Sport, said: 
“This is a fantastic reward for all the hard work put 
in by the local community, particularly the Pontefract 
Civic Society and the many volunteers who gave up 
many hours to dress the town and the race route 
through Pontefract, along with the local businesses 
who got involved and donated their time and 
resources.”

Awards Presented for 
Anti-Litter Posters
School children from Carleton Park 
School and St. Giles C of E Academy 
have created dozens of anti-litter 
posters to raise awareness of the 
effects litter has on our community and 
the environment. 
An awards ceremony was held at 
Pontefract Library on 18th June, 
alongside an exhibition of their work, 
and awards were presented to the 
best 3 entries from each school.
Pontefract Civic Society Chair, Paul 
Cartwright, who announced the 
winners said “caring about where you 
live has synergy between the civic society 
and schools curriculum, and it was 
clear from the pupils posters that the 
environment and the future of our planet 
are really important”.

Community 
News
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Leisure Hub Breaks 
Ground
Construction has begun on the Leisure and 
Wellbeing Hub in Pontefract Park. 
The state-of-the-art facility, which is 
expected to cost £20.8m, will be the largest 
leisure centre in the district and promises to 
create new opportunities for the health and 
wellbeing of residents across the Five Towns. 
The facility will accomodate both indoor and 
outdoor activities, with a 10-lane, 25 metre 
swimming pool, splash pad water confidence 
area, 115-station health and fitness gym, 
four tennis courts, a full size synthetic grass 
pitch, outdoor interactive play area, wellness 
garden and outdoor seating. A café space 
will also be provided and be made available 
to users of the park.
Pontefract Swimming Pool, built in 1985, 
will be closed when the new leisure centre 
opens.
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We love to hear from groups, 
organisations and individuals about 
what’s happening locally. Include a photo 
if you can. Email your stories to 
news@pomfretian.co.uk

www.moorhouseopticians.co.uk

01977 703 307
51 Ropergate, Pontefract, WF8 1JY

Established in 1919, we 
are your local, family run, 

independent opticians.

“Friendly, P� s� al & Professi� al”

Our opticians take their time over 
every eye examination ensuring that 
every test is performed to the highest 

possible standard.

1919 2019

“Fantastic value home cooked meals, 
freshly prepared from only the finest 

local ingredients available”

1 Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ

01977 702 702
www.cromwellstearooms.co.uk



It’s Party Time!
by Prince of Wales Hospice

Love a good party? Why not hold one in 
aid of The Prince of Wales Hospice in 
celebration of their 30th year. 

Whether you’re hosting an afternoon tea, 
cocktail party or coffee morning, their fundraising 
party packs are full of hints and tips to help you 
plan the perfect party for all your friends and 
family to enjoy. 

Siblings Emily and Daniel have been fundraising 
for the Hospice since May 2017, when they lost 
their Dad, who sadly passed away at the Hospice 
after a very quick illness.

Both are very passionate about the Hospice 
because they remember it was a place that gave 
their Dad fantastic care, helping him and the 
family manage and come to terms with his illness. 

Daniel took on our Cyclothon this year, raising 
a fantastic £411.50, whilst Emily decided to 
request one of our party packs and hold a coffee 
morning.

Emily said; “I struggle to walk far, so a lot of the 
Hospice events I can’t physically do. I wanted to 
raise money for the Hospice, so I rounded up 
my friends and family to help organise a coffee 

morning instead.’
“The coffee morning was held on the 8th June 

at a local church who let us use the facilities for 
free, which was great. We advertised on social 
media and put posters up around Castleford.”

The coffee morning was a huge success, and 
raised a fabulous £588.50. Emily’s mum, Lian said; 
“There was a lovely atmosphere and it was great 
for Emily to be supported by family and friends. 
Emily has decided she will do this every year to 
help the Hospice, as it will always be special to 
them.”

To request a birthday pack visit: pwh.org.uk/
birthday-pack or call Becki on 01977 781487
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So, you’re ready to move home and you’re 
excitedly scrolling through pages of 
properties on Rightmove looking for your 

dream home. You want to put your house on the 
market, but how do you choose which estate 
agent to instruct?

Over the years, we’ve listened to what our 
customers looked for when they were choosing 
an estate agent.  These are our top tips based on 
what our customers told us:

WHAT DO THEIR CUSTOMERS SAY 
ABOUT THEM?
It’s a good idea to read reviews on their Google 
listing and on their Facebook Page. Ask around 
family and friends to see which estate agents 
they have had a good (or bad) experience with. 
Reputation amongst past customers is a great 
insight into how an estate agent will perform. 

ARE THE TEAM A PLEASURE TO DEAL 
WITH?
Throughout the sale of your home, you will likely 
be dealing with the team of your chosen estate 
agent rather frequently. You will meet the valuer if 
you invite them to carry out a valuation at your 
home, but they may not be the one you deal 
with once your property goes on the market. We 
suggest visiting the office of each estate agent on 
your shortlist to suss out what the team are like 
and whether they will be a pleasure to deal with.

WHAT WILL THEY DO FOR YOU?
Understand exactly what you will be paying for. 
Some estate agents simply list your property on 
portals such as Rightmove, whereas others, like 
us, will also actively work to find you the most 
suitable buyer who will pay the right price for 
your property. With a DIY or online estate agent, 
you will likely have to do the legwork, whereas 
a reputable high-street agent will usually take 
care of everything from dealing with viewings 
to negotiating the sale on your behalf, and even 
dealing with solicitors on both sides, so you 
don’t have to. The least you have to do, the less 
stressful the whole moving process will be.

WHAT DOES YOUR GUT SAY?
If you have seen more than one estate agent, 
you will probably have an idea of which one you 
want to go with just from the interaction you 
had with them and what they told you during the 
visit. Listening to your ‘gut feeling’ about the valuer 
and the estate agent they represent is important. 
After all, you will be dealing with them rather 
frequently throughout the sale of your home!

I hope our advice helps you to choose the right 
estate agent to sell your home. Selling a home 
can be a very stressful time, but the right estate 
agent will be there every step of the way to help 
you navigate the sales process and secure the 
best price for your home. 

How To Choose 
The Right Estate 
Agent To Sell 
Your Home
by Andrew Baxter of Enfields 
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Sports in Pontefract
by Phil Atkinson

Those of a certain age will 
remember the “Sport for All” 
campaign back in the 70’s and 80’s 

that was intended to get us all taking 
part in activities of all descriptions. Not 
everyone heeded the advice of course, 
but, in the main, the Sports Council were 
very successful at increasing participation, 
improving the health of the nation and 
contributing to the nations sporting 
successes in later years.

Pontefract is very fortunate to have 
some incredible clubs in our town, but 

it seems that these days we take local 
sport for granted.  Have you ever thought 
what benefits to the community our local 
sports clubs bring? 

These clubs should be celebrated. 
Whether it is football, cricket, squash, 
either code of rugby, golf or athletics, 
sport is not always about winning, 
although the element of competition 
is clearly very important. Simply by 
participating we are helping to develop 
a stronger, safer, healthier and happier 
community.
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As well as the obvious benefits in terms 
of fitness, research has also highlighted 
the link between physical activity and 
academic achievement. So sport can not 
only make you healthier, it can help make 
you smarter too!

On a social level, sport also provides great 
opportunities to make friends. My own 
sport as a young man was Rugby Union. I 
started playing for Pontefract when I was 16 
years old. In my mid-twenties I moved away 
to work in the South East of England. This 
could have been a difficult time, but my first 
move when I arrived in a strange town was 
to join the local rugby club. I instantly gained 
a circle of friends and a social life. I returned 
to Pontefract around 20 years ago, and 
picked up old friendships again immediately.  
As the new Chair of the club I retain many 
of the friends that were made in those early 
days. 

Sport also builds character. All Rugby 
Union Clubs are signed up to the core 
rugby values. These are Teamwork, Respect, 
Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportmanship.  
These are expected of all players, 
supporters, coaches and anybody else 
who has a role within the sport. As values, 
they are something that we live by, and 
are not switched on and off when we feel 
like it. Other sports have their values too, 
and through their application I believe 
that sports clubs make a hugely positive 
contribution to the personal development 
of our young men and women. 

I hope you agree with me that our sports 
clubs are a valuable asset to our community.  
Obviously I would like you to visit us at 
Pontefract Rugby Club, and maybe even 
come and play if you feel you can.  We are 
a welcoming and inclusive club with teams 
for boys and girls of all ages.  If rugby isn’t for 
you, I would urge you to go out and find a 
sport that is. Pontefract has an abundance of 
clubs that are worthy of your support.

01977 820 000
jason.bailey@travelcounsellors.com

www.travelcounsellors.com/jason.bailey

Your Travel Counsellor
Jason Bailey-Amos

Based in Pontefract, I specialise 
in tailor-made worldwide 

itineraries and cruise packages, 
as well as multi centre city break 

options and much more.

FOR THE  IN DUST RIO US
 

FO LK.
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Pontefract in 
Bloom:
Community in 
Action
by Colin White

A large number of volunteers 
turned out for our planting spree 
on Sunday morning 9th June. 

Fortunately, the weather stayed fine and 
all the planters in the Town Centre were 
successfully planted for the summer. That’s a 
total of 9 square planters, two stone troughs 
and eight tiered planters throughout the 
town. The week before, two large flower 
beds in Pontefract Park were planted by 
Friends of Pontefract Park and St Giles’ 
Church planted their flower beds, all with 
plants provided by Pontefract in Bloom. 
The plants were purchased as plugs in early 
April and were grown on for us by Day 
Opportunities at Thornes Park Nurseries, 
Wakefield, providing work opportunities for 
people with learning disability. The planters 
by the War Memorial were planted by 
Phoenix, part of Day Opportunities based 
in Pontefract, and the two stone troughs by 
Pontefract Lionesses. There are 45 hanging 
baskets this summer, a few less than last 
year because of restrictions about hanging 
baskets on lamp posts, and an additional six 
new 3-tier planters in the market place. Of 
course, the floral displays will develop in the 
next few weeks and show their best in July 
and August, if not disturbed by vandalism. 

The main challenge for summer floral 
displays is regular watering. Most of our 
planters and the hanging baskets are 

self-watering, containing a water reservoir 
to allow less frequent watering. We have 
purchased watering services from First 
Impressions Nurseries at Ackworth who 
also provide our plants. Our volunteers give 
their time for free, but there is still the cost 
of plants, compost and watering to find. We 
have received grant funding from Wakefield 
Council’s Neighbourhood Improvement 
Fund and Wakefield District Housing but 
sponsorship from businesses and individuals 
is also needed, and we are still looking 
for sponsors for 2019. The sponsorship 
is for the whole year from June, including 
the autumn planting for the winter and 
next spring. We are looking forward to a 
gloriously floral Pontefract summer.

Pontefract in Bloom will be celebrating 
the community effort with a swing band 
concert in St Giles’ Church on Thursday 
4th July, 7pm. Tickets £10 including 
refreshments available from Pomfret 
Gallery, Pontefract Library and St Giles’ 
Church.
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Afew years ago, prior to the building 
work at St Giles Church, a memorial 
plaque was found behind the Lady 

Chapel curtains. Apparently it had been displayed 
some years ago but has not seen the light of 
day for many years. I lived and spent my youth 
near Dover, so as a recent Pomfretian of only 50 
years; I was inspired to find something about the 
commander of the 84th Foot Regiment whose 
home base was Pontefract Barracks. 

He was born in Dublin 6th July 1831, to 
parents Reverend Henry and Mrs Anne 
Brownrigg (nee Coddington). His father was 
the vicar of a parish in County Wicklow, Ireland, 
which was at that time part of the Union. The 
London Gazette records that Henry Latham 
Brownrigg, Gent, enlisted in the 89th foot 
regiment as an Ensign, without purchase on 
25th May 1855, aged 24. He Served in Malta 7th 
February to 4th June 1856; Gibraltar 5th June 
to 6th August 1856; Cape of Good Hope 10th 
May to 10th September 1857. The regiment was 
posted to the East Indies from 11th September 
1857 to 2nd September 1859. 

His service in India between 1857 to 1858, 
corresponded with the period they were heavily 

Henry Latham Brownrigg
by John Colvill

engaged in action against the Indian Mutiny at 
Cawnpore and Lucknow. The Indians consider this 
as their first war of independence. Promoted to 
Lieutenant without purchase on17th November 
1857 at the age of 26, he then transferred to 
84th Foot on 13th April 1858. Detachments 
were scattered throughout the various forts 
that were soon besieged. The Regiment received 
great acclaim for their actions during this period. 
General Outram, commander at Lucknow, wrote 
of the 84th: “A private letter is hardly a proper 
medium for giving expression to the strong 
feelings I bear to the glorious old 84th, but the 
feelings I do bear it, are very strong, and every 
officer, non-commissioned officer and private of 
the Corps is, and ever shall be, my comrade and 
my friend.” 

Lt. Brownrigg was involved in the relief of 
Lucknow and was, along with thousands of 
others, awarded the Indian Mutiny medal with 
the Lucknow bar. (Six Victoria Crosses were 
also awarded in these actions.) During the siege 
and relief of Lucknow 8,000 British troops were 
involved and they sustained 2,500 casualties. 
Brownrigg served in the Shahabad District under 
Brigadier J. Douglas C.B. until the suppression of 



Do you have something that is 
concerning you, but not sure where 

you can turn to?

Castle Counselling offers a safe and 
confidential place to explore difficulties 

you may be experiencing in your personal, 
professional, family and student life.

Take the first step...
Contact Therese Hunter on

07908 572 731
www.castlecounselling.com

W E  A R E  P O N T E F R AC T ’ S 

C U RTA I N S ,  C A R P E T I N G  A N D 

F LO O R I N G  S P E C I A L I ST S

Taylored Holmes
carpet and curtain specialist

Visit our showroom for 3 floors of beautiful 
made to measure curtains, quality floor 

coverings, fabulous paints and wonderful 
wall coverings. 

With over 70 years combined experience, 
we can help make your house a home.

01977 704272
17A Front Street, Pontefract, WF8 1DA

www.tayloredholmes.co.uk
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the Rebellion in that District. Both sides were 
responsible for numerous horrific atrocities 
during the conflict. The 84th Regiment left India 
in 1859 for England and then began another tour 
of the empire. 

The 1861 census shows that Lieutenant Henry 
Latham Brownrigg lived in barracks at Salford 
on the appropriate date. He married Charlotte 
Dugdale, also the daughter of a vicar, during May 
1863 in Burnley. 

His career continued as Captain by purchase 
5th April 1864, stationed in Malta 3rd April 1865 
to 27th February 1867; Jamaica 28th February 
1867 to 31st December 1869; Halifax Nova 
Scotia February 1870 to 11th January 1871.  

He became a Major by purchase 5th May 1869 
and then was made a Lieutenant Colonel on 1st 
October 1877. By 1879 he was the commanding 
officer of 84th Foot, but unfortunately died in 
service, aged 48, on 23rd June 1879 at Dover. It is 
not recorded whether he was stationed there or 
passing through at the time. Apparently it was not 
unusual for someone who had spent a lot of time 
in the tropics to die that young. Probate records 
show that his estate, approximately £3,000 (£300 
K at today’s prices) was left to his wife Anne, of 
Weymouth Dorset, there being no offspring. 

I wonder if Henry Latham Brownrigg ever sat 
in St Giles’ on the pews designated for “officers 
of the garrison”, as Pontefract was the main 
depot for the Regiment in those days. However, 
although there is no actual evidence that he 
was stationed here, there are some gaps in the 
records of his extensive foreign service. When on 
a home posting, he may have been at Pontefract.  
After his death, the 84th Foot was sent to 
Ireland in 1880. When the army reforms were 
implemented in 1881, regiments became localised 
and given county names. The 84th became the 
2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment.  

When the building work was finished, the 
plaque, purchased by his fellow officers, was 
reinstated along with the other St Giles’ Military 
Memorials in St Oswald’s Chapel (north east end 
of the north aisle).



Pontefract Civic Society are pleased to 
announce the forthcoming publication of 
a third book by Roger Ellis, which focusses 

on the colaboration between local author J. S. 
Fletcher and illustrator G. P. Rhodes.

Joseph Smith Fletcher achieved global fame 
as a leading Crime writer during the 1920’s and 
‘30’s. Throughout his years of authorship, he 
frequently returned to featuring Pontefract and 
the surrounding Wapentake of Osgoldcross in his 
work. As a celebrated historian, the background 
details are exact as with the description of 
local settings and people, their way of life and 
traditions. To a degree Fletcher did not shy away 
from exposing the nefarious activities of those in 
public office and high position in such novels as 
The Town of Crooked Ways and The Grocer’s 
Wife. His most famous book, When Charles the 
First was King, tells of the civil strife between 
Royalist and Roundhead and the sieges of 
Pontefract Castle. Fletcher’s life remains shrouded 
in mystery, much of which becomes apparent 
in the plots. For this reason, it might be said 
that he was likened to Thomas Hardy and R. D. 

The J. S. Fletcher
G. P. Rhodes Collaboration

by Roger Ellis

14 HISTORY & HERITAGE

Blackmore and latterly as a forerunner of D. H. 
Lawrence.

George Percy Rhodes was a celebrated 
local sketch artist who lived in Darrington. He 
frequently monogramed his drawings GPR. He is 
very much associated as an illustrator of books 
by J. S. Fletcher, in particular those with local 
association. From his early years it was recognised 
that he had a natural talent as an artist despite 
losing half his drawing hand in a shooting accident 
in 1888. However, as a lifelong friend there is 
little wonder that as a young author, Joe Fletcher 
was to request many times that his books 
be illustrated with drawings by him. In 1943 
Percy’s life might have come to a sudden end 
when a Halifax bomber crashed on Chapel Hill 
Darrington destroying the cottage from which he 
and his wife Mary lived, each narrowly escaping 
death. G P Rhodes died at Holme Cottage, 
Darrington in 1952 aged 86 years.
For more information and to purchase a copy, 
once available, please visit 
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk.
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Our welcoming care home offers 
a home-from-home where older 
people receive the care they 
need and the support they want 
to continue to live their life with 
dignity and choice.

•  Comfortable day rooms
•  9.6 carehome.co.uk user rating
•  Beauty salon
•  Little break – Short term care
•  Home from home – Long term care
•  Overall ‘Good’ CQC rating

To find out more information on 
the care that both homes can offer 
you, or your loved one, please visit 
our website or contact our Home 
Manager, Tamsin Ryan.

Nestled in the popular town of Pontefract in West Yorkshire, 
Priory Gardens is a lovely, purpose-built care home offering 
residential, nursing and residential memory care for older ladies 
and gentleman in the local community.

W hc-one.co.uk
T  0333 999 8603
E  careline@hc-one.co.uk
A  Ladybalk Lane, Pontefract,     

West Yorkshire, WF8 1JQ



Jesse Hartley of Pontefract
by David Jones

J esse Hartley is a compelling character. His 
work and his legacy are still present today 
in Liverpool. Buildings no longer used for 

the purpose they were created for, but now 
provide offices, shops, museum and apartments.

Jesse was born on 21 December 1780 to 
Bernard and Mary Hartley of Pontefract. Bernard 
was not only a Stone Mason and bridge builder 
but also the Surveyor of the Bridges of the West 
Riding.  However, locally, Pontefract’s most famous 
landmark after the Castle is the Town Hall, which 
Bernard Hartley designed and built.  The Hartley’s 
were very much a Pontefract family, although 
Jesse soon moved further afield to develop his 
career.

Jesse in his early years created a significant CV 
for himself, with examples of his bridge building 
being found in Ireland and other parts of the UK, 
still existing today. 

So how did a renowned Bridge designer 
and builder move into dock design? Dock 
construction had begun in Liverpool at the 

beginning of the 18th century but as trade 
increased with the Americas, the Indies and 
other parts of the world, capacity was being 
increased.  A vacancy came about for a Deputy 
Dock Surveyor in 1823, as a result of the Dock 
Surveyor John Foster being embroiled in financial 
scandal. Fourteen people applied, many with 
better qualifications than Hartley. When he was 
appointed, people questioned his experience 
as it was limited to bridge design. The Liverpool 
Mercury stated:

‘Rather than engineering expertise, the Dock 
Trustees were instead seeking honesty, force of 
character and managerial skill.’

Within two weeks of his appointment, Foster 
was removed and Hartley stepped up. He started 
on an annual salary of £1000. 

So who exactly did Liverpool get? Sir James 
Picton, a famous Liverpool individual and keen 
observer of Hartley, described him as:

‘A man of large build and powerful frame, rough 
in manner, and occasionally rude, using expletives 
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which the Angel of Mercy would not like to record’. 
He was also described as having a ruddy 

complexion. Others described him as having a 
strong personality, grit and determination. The 
Dock department was in chaos; corruption, 
poor management, poor safety and finances 
out of control. In five months everything was 
under control. He was meticulous in his record 
keeping and everything was accounted for. He 
ensured nothing was wasted and any poor quality 
materials cost the supplier and not the Trustees 
and he negotiated favourable contracts.

Evidence of Jesse Hartley’s work can still be 
seen around the Dock estate today. For example, 
he liked to apply castle architecture, although few 
thought his work attractive. 

Not only did he create a significant dock 
network that put Liverpool on the commercial 
map but he was such a visionary that he saw 
the importance of the railways. He ensured that 
docks, quays, warehouses and other facilities were 
all drawn together. His greatest achievement 
was the Royal Albert Dock. It was designed 
with warehouses, with hydraulic machinery that 
would ease the unloading of goods. He included 
iron which, with the stone and bricks, ensured 
the building was fireproof. He designed internal 
doors in such a way that they stopped rats from 
moving around. He designed a stressed roof 
with wrought iron plates riveted together to 
ensure thieves could not break into the Bonded 
warehouses. Today of course the building is used 
for shops, offices and apartments. 

Jesse Hartley held the position of Dock 
Engineer for 36 years. He was a contemporary 
of Brunel, Telford, Stephenson, Bolton and Watt. 
He started on an annual salary of £1000 per year. 
He finished on £3000. His death was recorded 
in the Liverpool Daily Post 25th August 1860: 
‘In Liverpool Hartley was noted for his devotion 
to his work and for the simplicity of his life and 
manners.’ I think it is time that Jesse Hartley had 
a Blue Plaque in our town to recognise one of 
Pontefract’s most famous sons. 

A family run Cafe with a drinks licence, 
just off Market Place.

We cater for all types of food, including 
Vegetarian, Vegan and Gluten Free. 
 Mauds Yard can be found next to 

Dorothy Perkins.

01977 792 255
www.maudscafeofpontefract.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook - Mauds Cafe of Pontefract

Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ

F
O

R2 1
ON ALL CAKES 

WITH 
THIS AD

Craft & 
Gift Fair

We have over 30 small businesses 
with a variety of products

Thornycroft Centre
Halfpenny Lane, WF8 4AY

Sunday July 14th
11:00am - 4:00pm

Tel: 07519 845701



‘Swift Nick’: Pontefract’s 
Infamous Highwayman

by Jayne Poppleton

Locals will be familiar with the area of 
Pontefract known as Nevison, and the pub 
there called ‘Nevison’s Leap’ whose sign 

shows a dandified highwayman on a dashing 
steed.

Both are named in honour of William John 
Nevison, Pontefract’s very own infamous 
highwayman.

Born in 1639, he proved a bright if 
troublesome child, once ordered to stand in the 
middle of the schoolyard with his britches down 
and whipped every day for a fortnight. As a 
teenage rebel he was restless, and eventually fled 
to London to seek his fortune. A strong, bright 
and good-looking lad he soon found work. But 
Nevison was in a hurry, and took a shortcut to 
riches by robbing a brewery.

Escaping to Holland, his charisma won him 
the admiration of the Dutch ladies (at least one 
of whom is reported to have died of a broken 
heart). After attempted elopements, duels and 
a lot of partying, he was arrested and thrown in 
jail. He escaped  by clambering over rooftops and 
down a chimney, terrifying a startled family with 
his unexpected appearance in their fireplace.

Returning to England and establishing a 
safe-house in Wentbridge, Nevison made his 
living relieving the wealthy of their gold as they 
travelled the highways. With his good-looks, smart 
appearance, wit and audacity he became the pin-
up of his day – the original dandy highwayman. 
Some victims even spoke of it being a pleasure 
to be robbed by him. Arrested many times, he 
always managed to escape; on one occasion by 
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“Did you ever hear tell of that hero,
Bold Nevison was his name,

He rode about like a bold hero,
And with that he gained great fame.”



pretending to be dead and being carried out of 
prison in a coffin.

Nevison’s most famous escapade followed an 
early morning robbery in Gad’s Hill, Kent possibly 
in the summer of 1676. Afraid that he had been 
recognised, Nevison decided to establish an alibi 
by riding the 230 miles to York. Starting on his 
dark bay mare, he travelled the Great North 
Road, stopping only to change horses and take 
refreshment, both provided by his extensive 
network of trusted rogues.

Arriving in York later the same day, Nevison 
tidied himself up and proceeded to the local 
bowling green in order to be seen by as many 
people as possible. As luck would have it, the 
Lord Mayor of York happened to be playing. 
Nevison charmed his way into conversation with 
the great man, and casually asked him the time; it 
was just before eight in the evening.

The victim of the Gad’s Hill robbery identified 
Nevison as his assailant, and Nevison was 
committed to trail. The Lord Mayor of York 
was called to give evidence and confirmed that 
Nevison was indeed in York on the evening of the 
day of the robbery. No one would believe that 
anyone could commit a robbery in Kent at dawn 
and be in York before sundown, so Nevison was 
duly acquitted.

Nevison and his friends could not help 
boasting of his daring escape. This enhanced 
rather than diminished his popularity with the 
public. The King, Charles II, was delighted with the 
story and gave him the nickname ‘Swift Nick’ as 
he must have had the speed of the devil on his 
ride.

If the story of Nevison’s ride seems very 
familiar, it is because the tale was ‘borrowed’ and 
attached to another highwayman, Dick Turpin, 
by an author who needed to spice up Turpin’s 
story. Sadly the legend is firmly attached to Turpin 
in the public’s mind -but we in Pontefract know 
better.
Jayne is Chair of Pontefract Heritage Group. 
For more information about the group, visit
www.pontefractheritagegroup.org.uk
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Stockists of quality new and 
pre-loved sporting arms, 

ammunition, accessories and 
shooting supplies. 
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Knottingley, WF11 0JG

01977 675388
Visit us online or in store:
www.craigkidd.co.uk
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Pontefract Liquorice Festival 
by Wakefield Council’s Major Events and Festivals Team

Sunday 7 July marks one of the busiest days 
in the town’s calendar, as the Pontefract 
Liquorice Festival returns for its 24th year.

The annual festival celebrates Pontefract’s 
historic links with liquorice, which is thought to 
have originally been brought to the town during 
the Crusades by a member of the De Lacy family 
who built Pontefract Castle. 

Another theory is that it was brought by 
Benedictine monks in 1090. First used for 
medicinal purposes, the liquorice plant was 
grown in the grounds of Pontefract Castle before 
becoming the favourite of many a sweet lover 
when the famous Pomfret cakes were produced.

 Sponsored by Tangerine Confectionery, this 

year’s fun and festivities are once again shared 
across the town centre and Pontefract Castle, 
along with a wide array of activities in Friarwood 
Valley Gardens.

In the town centre the speciality market 
features a wide range of food, drink, arts and 
crafts – with many products featuring liquorice or 
having a liquorice theme.

There are also plenty of fun family activities to 
enjoy including face painting, liquorice pet making 
workshops, reptile encounters, funfair rides, sand 
art, a climbing wall, and movie cars including the 
Ghostbusters Ecto-1 car and a Batmobile.

Many of these activities are free, although in 
some cases there may be a small charge.
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In the meantime, there is plenty of street 
entertainment on the community stage and 
throughout the town centre – including comic 
street theatre performances from Plunge Boom’s 
‘Smoke’, which is appearing in the Cornmarket at 
11.30am and 2.30pm.

There is also a selection of hot street food to 
enjoy, with many vendors offering meals with a 
liquorice twist!

At Pontefract Castle, visitors can enjoy free 
huge cinema screenings of the Lego Ninjago 
Movie at 11am and the Lego Movie 2 at 1.40pm, 
along with a host of free activities including 
balloon modelling, soft play, giant Lego bricks and 
giant Jenga, a ball pool pit and face painting.

There will also be singing performances and 
dance aerobics workshops on the bandstand, 
along with food vendors.

Visitors can travel between the town centre 
and Pontefract Castle by hopping aboard the 
Liquorice Land Train. The Land Train will be 
travelling between the castle and the Town Hall 
every 15 minutes, from 10am to 4pm.

There is much more to explore across the 
town during the festival. Friarwood Valley Gardens 
is only a five-minute walk from the town centre, 
where fun activities include a bouncy castle, 
donkey rides, have-a-go archery, face painting, 
food vendors, and performances from the 
Knottingley Concert Band, Liquorice Singers and 
the Strange-Twig Theatre Company. There will 
also be many local charity and community stalls.

Pontefract Museum will be celebrating its 
‘Golden Age of Satire’ exhibition with Georgian 
re-enactors wandering around town for selfie 
opportunities and encouraging people to 
become part of a satirical print.

At Pontefract Library youngsters can join the 
Summer Reading Challenge, design their own 
space rocket and create their ultimate Sphero 
warrior, along with building Lego confectionery 
and make their own photo frame images.

This year’s festival will see Ropergate closed 
to vehicles, following work between Wakefield 
Council and Pontefract Civic Society, with the aim 

of encouraging more people to visit shops and 
businesses along the parade. 

Car parks in and around the town centre are 
expected to be extremely busy on the day of the 
festival, especially as parking is free on Sundays 
at Wakefield Council car parks and on-street 
bays. Those travelling into town by car have the 
alternative option of using the festival’s Park and 
Ride service which travels between Pontefract 
Park, Stuart Road and Pontefract Castle, leaving 
roughly every 10 minutes.

For those who can’t wait for the fun of the 
Liquorice Festival, there is also plenty to enjoy at 
Pontefract Castle thanks to the Picnic and Play 
event on Saturday 6 July.

Picnic and Play is the official curtain-raiser to 
the Liquorice Festival, with an array of free fun 
activities and workshops along with huge outdoor 
cinema screenings of The Lego Movie at 11am 
followed by the Lego Batman Movie at 1.40pm.

To find out more or to keep updated on this 
year’s festival, visit 
www.experiencewakefield.co.uk/liquorice or 
the ‘Events in Wakefield’ Facebook page.
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What’s On?

Liquorice Singers 
Present Summer Lovin’ 
3 July, 7:30pm
The Thornycroft Centre

A family friendly, feel good 
programme of summer music 
with an american twist. Free 
event, donations welcomed. 

Fairburn Summer 
Concert
1 July, 7:30pm
The Community Centre, 
Fairburn

Join mixture of music and fun, 
plus a great raffle and fantastic 
refreshments. £7, payable on the 
door. Enquiries to Terry Rowley 
07821 603221

Help For Heroes – Fund 
Raising Event
4 July, 7:30pm - 11pm
Tap & Barrel Pontefract

With free buffet, auction and 
live music from Jam Sing & The 
Bistro Boys. Tickets £10 available 
from www.tappontefract.uk

Resilient People Coffee 
Morning Fundraiser
4 July, 9am - 12pm
The Kyte Hotel

Join Resilient People for coffee 
and a catch up on behalf of the 
Prince of Wales Hospice! All 
proceeds will be donated to the 
hospice. As well as tasty treats, 
we will also be selling raffle 
tickets for some amazing prices, 
including a car!

Wakefield Armed 
Forces Day 2019
6 July, 10am - 5pm
Pontefract Park

Wakefield Armed Forces Day is 
a fantastic opportunity to come 
together and show our support 
for Britain’s armed forces - past, 
present and future. 

Civic Perspectives from 
Merran McCrae & Ian 
Harvey
9 July, 7pm 
Pontefract Town Hall

Pontefract Civic Society host a 
talk by Merran McCrae, CEO 
of Wakefield Council and Ian 
Harvey, CEO of Civic Voice. 
Admission £2 members, £4 
non-members. Payable on the 
door.

Bringing it All Back 
Home: Ian Clayton 
With Jacqui Wicks
3 July, 7:30pm - 10pm
Tap & Barrel Pontefract

The third in Ian Clayton’s 
‘Bringing It All Back Home’ 
sessions sees him talking to 
Jacqui Wicks about, amongst 
other things, the role women 
have played in the development 
of the blues.

Pontefract Liquorice 
Festival
7 July, 10am - 4pm
Pontefract Town Centre, 
Castle & Friarwood Valley 
Gardens

Join us in celebrating our 
town’s unique historic links 
with liquorice during a day 
of sweet-themed fun and 
activities for all the family.



Using Medicinal Herbs 
at Home - Adults 18+
14 July, 10am - 12:30pm
Pontefract Castle

Find out how to make your 
own herbal infusions, tinctures 
and oils from our herb garden 
with herbalist Bel Charlesworth. 
Tickets £16. To check availability 
and book, please call 01924 
302700.

Dr John: Gris-Gris: A 
CAT Club presentation.
25 July, 7:30pm - 10pm
Tap & Barrel Pontefract

Celebrating the life of the late, 
great Dr. John by featuring his 
masterpiece, the truly wonderful 
Gris-Gris. Presented by Heath 
Common. . Tickets available from 
www.tappontefract.uk

Band Concert by the 
Band of the West 
Yorkshire Police
28 July, 1pm - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

The Band of the West Yorkshire 
Police return to Pontefract 
Castle for another of their 
concerts. Bring a picnic and 
come and enjoy the music on 
the castle bailey.
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Additional events and more details on all the events 
listed below can be found on our website.
If you would like to have your event included on 
this page, please send details to
events@pomfretian.co.uk

Bohemian Rhapsody 
Sing-a-Long Outdoor 
Cinema
13 July, 6:30pm - 11pm
Pontefract Racecourse

Hosted by Sneaky Experience. 
Gates open at 6.30pm; the film 
starts just after sunset. Tickets 
start from £14.50 + bkg fee 
www.sneakyexperience.co.uk

Georgian Food and 
Satire with Dr Annie 
Gray 
11 July, 1pm - 2pm
Pontefract Museum

An exciting talk by food 
historian Dr Annie Gray about 
food and its links to Georgian 
Satire.To check availability and 
book, please call 01924 302700.

Afternoon Tea
27 July, 2:30pm - 5pm
Carleton Community Centre

In aid of St. Michael’s Church, 
Carleton.  Bottle and gifts 
tombola, draw for summer 
raffle.  Tickets £9 available 
from: Beryl (797302), Mary 
(704158), Claire (702555) or 
Pat (07733283184).

The Art of Marbling  - 
Adults 18+
13 July, 1pm - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

Join Bade Kafadar, an 
experienced Art of Marbling 
artist and instructor, on this fun 
interactive workshop.. Tickets 
£20 per person. To check 
availability and book, please call 
01924 302700.

Summer Craft and Gift 
Fair
14 July, 11am - 4pm
The Thornycroft Centre

We have over 30 small 
businesses with a variety of 
products.

Cake, Cream, Clothing 
and Cloth - A Day of 
Historical Talks
24 July, 10:30am - 4pm
Pontefract Castle

A day of talks on Family and 
Local History at Pontefract 
Castle. Adults Only. Booking is 
Essential. To check availability and 
book, please call 01924 302700.
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Your Property   Our Priority

Find out what your 
HOME is WORTH 
in 60 seconds

Visit our website today to find out what your
house is worth with our FREE online service.

You can rest assured that your data will not be shared with any third
parties, and you can use the service as often and as many times as you like. 

Go to  to get your valuation.

Simply enter your details and you will receive an instant valuation
of your house, based on recent sales of similar properties in your area. 


