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If you would like to contribute to the 
Pomfretian please call 07936 860 215 
or email hello@pomfretian.co.uk. 
We’re always delighted to hear from 
writers, photographers and anyone 
involved in a local group or activity.
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For more information on how to 
advertise visit www.pomfretian.co.uk, 
email hello@pomfretian.co.uk or call 
07936 860 215.
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Pomfretian is produced and published 
by Love Local Ltd.
The opinions expressed within the 
magazine are of the individual authors 
and not necessarily those of the 
Pomfretian.  While every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy 
of content, we accept no liability in 
respect of the content of any article,  
event, photo or advertisement.
©Love Local Ltd. All rights reserved. 
No reproduction or copying without 
permission.
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The Makery Opens at 
Pontefract Library
A new space to encourage creativity and fun 
activities has been opened at Pontefract Library.
The Makery was launched by Cllr Jacquie Speight, 
Cabinet Member for Culture Leisure and Sport at 
Wakefield Council, on 26 June 2019.
Year 6 pupils of St Giles School, Friends of 
Pontefract Library and craft groups, among others, 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves on a range of 
activities in the creative space.
Activities that can be enjoyed in The Makery 
include Xbox gaming, Scratch Coding, Codapillar 
trials, Sphero Robot wars, 3D Printing 
demonstrations and sensory items such as the 
giant piano mat, sensory lights, magnetic play table 
and mood lights.
Since its opening, more than 250 children have 
visited and enjoyed The Makery while 13 clubs 
have met since the beginning of June.
The Makery is open to anyone. Just drop in and 
speak to a member of staff for more information.

Pontefract Businesses 
Ranked Amongst Best 
in Yorkshire
Pontefract businesses have recently 
achieved the accolade of being 
included amongst the best in Yorkshire 
by the “Yorkshire Business Insider” 
magazine. 
Thirty two companies in the Wakefield 
district were listed in the top 500, 
with seven of those being located 
in the Pontefract area. Tangerine 
Confectionary also ranked in the 
overall top 20 companies in Yorkshire 
for the best profit margins. 
This illustrates that Pontefract and 
surrounding areas are providing 
the right conditions for businesses 
to thrive and succeed, with local 
communities consequently benefiting 
from their growth and success through 
employment and investment.

Community 
News
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We love to hear from groups, 
organisations and individuals about 
what’s happening locally. Include a photo 
if you can. Email your stories to 
news@pomfretian.co.uk
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Our welcoming care home offers 
a home-from-home where older 
people receive the care they 
need and the support they want 
to continue to live their life with 
dignity and choice.

•  Comfortable day rooms
•  9.6 carehome.co.uk user rating
•  Beauty salon
•  Little break – Short term care
•  Home from home – Long term care
•  Overall ‘Good’ CQC rating

To find out more information on 
the care that both homes can offer 
you, or your loved one, please visit 
our website or contact our Home 
Manager, Tamsin Ryan.

Nestled in the popular town of Pontefract in West Yorkshire, 
Priory Gardens is a lovely, purpose-built care home offering 
residential, nursing and residential memory care for older ladies 
and gentleman in the local community.

W hc-one.co.uk
T  0333 999 8603
E  careline@hc-one.co.uk
A  Ladybalk Lane, Pontefract,     

West Yorkshire, WF8 1JQ



St. Marys Community Centre 

Our staff and volunteers are 
very proud of this particular 
compliment and that’s how we like 

our visitors to feel after coming to St Marys.  
Whatever your reason for visiting us, you’ll 
be met with a friendly welcome and given 
help, support and guidance as needed.

St Marys Community Centre is situated 
on The Circle in the heart of Chequerfield in 
Pontefract.  The centre was opened in 2004 
and is committed to serving the community 
and the wider district by providing a wide 
range of activities and opportunities for all.

A full and varied adult education 
programme takes place at the centre, 
offering encouragement and support to 
raise aspirations, remove barriers and create 
more opportunities and equalities within the 

community.  Our courses include IT, Maths, 
English, ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages), Helping in Schools, Business 
Administration and Employability.

We are very keen on supporting 
healthy community activities and hold 
weekly sessions of Yoga, Pilates and Dance 
for Health. Slimming World hold three 
sessions each Thursday.  The CALM Project, 
(Community and Local Mental Health) 
run a workshop every Friday to support 
individuals in a social setting.  A varied range 
of creative and beauty courses, including 
Jewellery Making and Skin Care & Make Up 
are on our timetable for September 2019.

Children’s activities include Rainbows 
and Brownies and St Giles Pantomime hold 
their rehearsals here throughout the panto 

“If you could bottle the essence of St. Mar ys and sell 
it, you would make a fortune”
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season.  Free access to our fully supervised 
Cyber Café is available to all age groups, 
Monday to Friday.

St Marys is a superbly equipped venue 
for all sizes of business meetings, training 
sessions, workshops and conferences.  We 
offer these rooms at very competitive rates 
for both one-off or regular bookings and 
can supply laptops and Wi-Fi connection, flip 
charts, multimedia projector, video/DVD, and 
whiteboards, as requested.

The building has disabled access and 
toilets and provides free parking.  We also 
offer a large selection of refreshments, 
including home baking and freshly prepared 
meals and can provide catering services 
to complement room bookings or outside 
catering for functions.

Our Job Club and Cyber Café are 
open Monday to Friday, providing free 
internet access and WiFi for all, with help 
and support provided. We also offer a 
printing and photocopying service at very 
competitive rates.  Please see our website 
for opening times.

Each Friday we hold a lunch club, open 
to all, where we serve a delicious home-
cooked, two-course meal, followed by bingo, 
raffle and a chance to socialise.

St Marys is just a short distance away 
from Pontefract town centre.  The area is 
easily accessible by road and is well served 
by public transport, with bus stops close by.  
Secure, on-site car parking is provided to the 
rear of the building.

Please visit our website for further 
details, www.stmaryscommunity.co.uk; 
Facebook page (St Marys Community 
Centre) or give us a call on 01977 705341.  
Alternatively, call in, have a look round and 
meet the team.  Our café is open from 
9.00 am to 3.00 pm, Monday to Friday.  
You’ll be made to feel very welcome!
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Pontefract Calligraphers
by Joanne Browning

Pontefract Calligraphers was started 
by Margaret Kendall in the early 90’s.  
Succeeding Tutors have been Brian Walker, 

Master Penman, Angela Dalleywater and the 
current incumbent, David Price.

The group has been somewhat nomadic at 
times but they have now settled at East Hardwick 
Village Hall on the outskirts of Pontefract.  The 
group meets on Tuesday evenings, 7.00-9.00 pm.  
Classes are run on a timetable similar to local 
schools.  Each term is 10 weeks at a cost of £55.

The group works on termly projects/topics 
which are guided by the Tutor.  These have 
included learning new handwriting scripts and 
associated calligraphic/art skills.  Members usually 
also study scripts and pursue their own projects.  

Group members can work towards certified 
projects including the CLAS Certificate and 
Foundational Diploma.  There are currently 
members of the group who contribute to 
the Copperplate Special Interest Group, the 
Envelope Exchange and have entered the World 
Handwriting Competition!

Over many years the group has made 
successful appearances at Pontefract’s well 
known Liquorice Fair and have run workshops at 

Pontefract Castle.
Each summer the group displays some of its 

work in the local libraries.  These exhibitions are 
presented for the enjoyment of the library users 
and also as a tool to help recruitment to the 
group.

The relationship with the local libraries has 
grown in recent years and the group are now 
working in conjunction with them in presenting 
workshops and demonstrations for children and 
adults in the local community.  

New members (18+) are always welcome 
to join the group regardless of experience or 
ability.  You can go along for a FREE “introductory” 
session so that you can meet the members, have 
a go and join them for a cuppa.  So if you are 
interested in making your own greetings cards, 
writing out your favourite poem, making place 
names for an upcoming wedding or just want 
some time out to relax doing something new 
then get in touch and we can give you the skills 
to help you on your way.

Fore more information, visit our 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
PontefractCalligraphers and follow us for details 
on future activities. 



Come and ‘Get Lost!’, in the 7 acre 
interactive corn maze, located less than 5 
mins from the M62, junction 32 (Xscape).

This year’s theme is all about the wonderful Bee, so 
if you like bees and want to know what’s going on 
in the hive, this is the place
to visit this summer. Upon 
entry to the maze you will 
be given a gaming sheet, 
crayon, flag, video briefing 
and a set of maze-o-vision 
glasses to help things 
become a little clearer! 

The gaming sheet has a word game where the 
answers are located on 18 stations dotted through-
out the maze, a rubbings game, the maze-o-vision 
glasses make it easier to find all the stations if you 
want the help! 

There is also a finger for-
tune maze for the tiny tots, 
so literally something for 
everybody of all ages, truly 
a full family experience.
 
The maze usually takes 
2 hours to complete but 

with the aid of the glasses it can be done in 45 mins 
(record). There is always a Corn Ranger on the 
watch tower to help with cheeky tips on which 
way to turn next!

The maze is located within the Fun Park with 
many other activities to participate in including the 
super popular Jumping Pillow, Tractor Ride, Bale 
Mountain, Dino Karts, Sand Pit, Table Tennis to 
list just a few. The Farm Shop and Moo Café are at 
the same location and your wristband allows you 
in and out of the Fun Park throughout the day.

SUMMER 
DOWN 
ON THE 
FARM

ADMISSION
Option 1 - Pay As You Go
Entrance per person under 3yrs free        £2.50
Farmer Cob Maze (large) 2 tokens
15 Minute Maze   1 token
Jumping Pillow (10 mins)  1 token
Inflatable Slide (10 mins - age 3yrs+)  1 token
Barrel Ride  1 token
Tokens  £2 each
Corn Maze Only £6.00

Option 2 - Access All Areas All Day
Adult - £6.99   Child - £8.99   Under 3 - Free
Best Value for Children Over 3 years & Families

Option 3 - Twilight
£3.50 After 3pm - Access all areas

Option 4 - Season Pass for 4 people 
£59.99 - Visit as many times as you like.

Option 5 - Family Day Pass 
£30 - 2 Adults & 2 Children

Open 7 days a week
10:30am until 5:30pm
Tickets available to buy online 
NOW at www.farmercopleys.co.uk

Ravensknowle Farm | Pontefract Road | Pontefract | West Yorkshire | WF7 5AF

10% OFFSeason Passes 
use promo code 
POMFRETIAN

only when ordering online at www.farmercopleys.co.uk 



Pontefract’s Giant Pinhole 
Camera

by Colin White

If you are familiar with Pontefract’s Valley 
Gardens you will know the former 
aviary building in the centre of the 

Gardens. Dating back to the 1840s it is an 
octagonal brick-built structure, originally 
a gazebo in a formal garden linked by a 
subway beneath Southgate to Ropergate 
House. In those days the Friarwood 
Valley comprised a number of private 
gardens and orchards and the subway 
disappeared from the town maps when 
Southgate was widened in the 1930s. 
The building was notorious as a den for 
men to drink, play cards and gamble. In 
the early 20th century it was used as a 
packing shed for the market gardens in 
the valley. In the late 1940’s Pontefract 
Borough Council acquired the Friarwood 
Valley west of Friarwood Steps (more 

commonly called Bluebell Steps) and 
created the Friarwood Valley Gardens 
as a public park, which opened in March 
1950. The gazebo was converted into an 
aviary and was a favourite attraction in 
the Valley Gardens remembered fondly 
by many. The aviary was dismantled in 
the 1990s because of vandalism and theft 
of birds, sealed with metal shutters and 
subsequently neglected. By 2012 when 
Friends of Friarwood Valley Gardens was 
formed, it was derelict and an eyesore. 
We persuaded Wakefield Council to 
repair the roof and, in 2015, obtained 
the help of Wakefield District Housing 
(WDH) to repoint the brickwork, and 
with a grant also from WDH, to renovate 
the interior of the building. It was opened 
as Pontefract’s Giant Pinhole Camera 
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in April 2016 on Worldwide Pinhole 
Photography Day.

A pinhole camera is an enclosed box 
with a single tiny (pinhole) aperture. 
The narrow beam of light entering 
the dark interior projects an inverted 
image on to the opposite side of the 
box. The image portrays the colour and 
perspective of the outside scene, which 
is why the pinhole camera has been 
used for centuries as an aid for landscape 
artists. It also led to the development of 
photography in the 19th century when 
the discovery of light sensitive chemicals 
allowed the images to be captured 
permanently. The former aviary building 
makes an ideal giant pinhole camera; 
there are no windows and, with the 
doorway sealed, the interior is completely 
black. When a small aperture in one of 
the shutters is opened the narrow beam 
of light projects an inverted image of the 
outside scene on the walls and floor. It 
is an unusual and surprising experience. 
Pontefract’s Giant Pinhole Camera can 
make negatives up to 2m x 3m, equivalent 
of a 100,000 megapixel camera.

Bob Clayden, a member of Friends of 
Friarwood Valley Gardens is Pontefract’s 
Pinhole Wizard. He holds occasional 
pinhole photography workshops on our 
event days and by arrangement with 
schools and groups where he explains 
how to make your own pinhole camera 
from recycled items, take pinhole 
photographs and develop the negatives. 
There is also the opportunity to go 
inside the Giant Pinhole Camera and 
experience being inside the photograph. 
The Pinhole Camera is a unique facility 
which as well as being an unusual 
experience is a resource for schools and 
colleges to demonstrate the physical 
qualities of light.

01977 820 000
jason.bailey@travelcounsellors.com

www.travelcounsellors.com/jason.bailey

Your Travel Counsellor
Jason Bailey-Amos

Based in Pontefract, I specialise 
in tailor-made worldwide 

itineraries and cruise packages, 
as well as multi centre city break 

options and much more.

www.moorhouseopticians.co.uk

01977 703 307
51 Ropergate, Pontefract, WF8 1JY

Established in 1919, we 
are your local, family run, 

independent opticians.

“Friendly, P� s� al & Professi� al”

Our opticians take their time over 
every eye examination ensuring that 
every test is performed to the highest 

possible standard.

1919 2019



The Royal 
British Legion 
by Brian Berry

In the years immediately following WW1 a 
number of charities were established to help 
relieve the enormous suffering amongst ex-

servicemen and their families.  In 1921 a number 
of these charities amalgamated and The British 
Legion came into being.  The first Poppy Appeal 
was held that year.  The Legion was granted 
‘Royal’ status in 1971.

Up until 1981 full membership was open only 
to people who had served in the armed forces.  
Now membership is open to men and women of 
all ages, regardless of whether or not they have 
personally served in the armed forces. Together 
we continue the good work of the legion that 
was started 100 years ago.

The work of The Royal British Legion has the 
following components, enshrined in the motto 
‘Live on’:

• As Custodian of Remembrance we 
ensure the memories of those who have 
fought and sacrificed in the British Armed 
Forces live on through the generations.

• Through our welfare work we help the 
British Armed Forces, veterans, and their 
families to live on to a more hopeful 
future.

The Legion is a membership organisation 
offering comradeship and friendship.   We 
have branch meetings on the first Sunday of 
each month at The Ackworth Village Club, 52 
Wakefield Road, Ackworth.  Meetings start at 
10.45 promptly.  Members gather from about 
10.15 and enjoy an informal chat with light 
refreshments before the meeting starts.  The 
branch welcomes, without obligation, guests who 
are interested in The Royal British Legion.

The main events in the Ackworth and 
Pontefract calendar are Remembrance 

Day Services and the annual Poppy Appeal.  
Remembrance services are held in Ackworth 
and Pontefract on Remembrance Sunday and 
Armistice Day.  The Remembrance Sunday 
Parade and Service in Pontefract is one of the 
largest in the area and is well supported by 
the people of Pontefract, who turn out in large 
numbers to participate or to watch.

The Poppy Appeal in Ackworth and Pontefract 
is always generously supported and in 2018 
we achieved record collections amounting to 
over £42,000.  The Poppy Appeal is one of 
the main ways that the legion funds its huge 
welfare programmes which cost in the region of 
£70 million each year.  We always need Poppy 
Volunteers to look after the stalls that we set up 
in all of the main supermarkets in the two weeks 
leading up to Remembrance Sundays.

The branch has a commitment to the RBL 
Community Support programme, which involves 
support to beneficiaries with home and hospital 
visits and helping with funerals of ex-service men 
and women.  A case worker assists in welfare 
work under the direction of specially trained staff 
at the British Legion’s Leeds office.

If you would like more information about us, 
take a look at our Facebook page – Ackworth 
and Pontefract British Legion or our website:  
www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/ackworth   
Contact us by email – ackworthlegion@gmail.
com or telephone 01977 615268 
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Ackworth School, Pontefract Road, Ackworth, WF7 7LT

“Where one’s sense of confidence and wellbeing is 
hard to define, yet unmistakable.”    

Arrange your visit by contacting our Admissions Team on: 
admissions@ackworthschool.com or 01977 233 621
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Commonly acknowledged as the best 
surviving photograph of liquorice 
harvesting, the Glover Picture as 

it is now known, has a chequered history 
and indeed almost did not survive its re-
discovery. 

Its story begins in the late Nineteenth 
or early Twentieth century when the land 
to the left of Bluebell Steps was a market 
garden and orchard owned by the Glover 
family. One of its members was a keen 

The Glover Picture
by Eric Houlder

photographer using the then popular glass 
plates in a hand or stand camera, like the 
one illustrated opposite. He had a large 
wooden hut built as a darkroom and store, 
in which he developed and printed his 
images, one of which depicted liquorice 
harvesting. The plates were stored in vertical 
racks, and probably included other priceless 
records, like the picture in question.

Following his death, the hut was used 
as a garden shed, and the occupier began 



W E  A R E  P O N T E F R AC T ’ S 

C U RTA I N S ,  C A R P E T I N G  A N D 

F LO O R I N G  S P E C I A L I ST S

Taylored Holmes
carpet and curtain specialist

Visit our showroom for 3 floors of beautiful 
made to measure curtains, quality floor 

coverings, fabulous paints and wonderful 
wall coverings. 

With over 70 years combined experience, 
we can help make your house a home.

01977 704272
17A Front Street, Pontefract, WF8 1DA

www.tayloredholmes.co.uk
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scrubbing the photographic emulsion off 
the plates to use them to build cold-frames! 
By the early 1960s, the land had been 
purchased as the site of a new infirmary. 
PontArc, hearing of this, sought and gained 
permission to mount an exploratory 
excavation under the direction of its 
President, Kenneth Wilson of the Kirkstall 
Abbey House Museum. The report on this 
dig (August, September, October 1963) is 
still available at www.pontarc.org, but indeed 
has little bearing on this story, except that 
the archaeologists used the hut as a shelter 
and for making the obligatory tea. 

One of them, Fred Morris, a well 
respected member, began to hold the 
surviving plates up to the light and decided 
that one in particular deserved more 
attention. He took it home, spent a lot of 
time delicately cleaning it, and finally brought 
it to the attention of the writer who, by this 
time, had set up his own darkroom. It should 
be mentioned that at the close of the dig, 
the entire site including the shed and its 
contents were bulldozed.

The plate was far too large to fit in 
any modern enlarger, so a ‘contact print’ 
was made by placing it upon a sheet of 
Photo paper and exposing it to light. After 
development and fixing, this was then 
carefully copied to produce a negative which 
would fit in an enlarger. Fred then took the 
enlargement and the original plate; both 
disappeared following his death in the 1970s.

However, the modern negative survived 
in the writer’s negative file, though the 
original’s exposure to light over half a 
century had bleached the top of the image 
until it was almost transparent. Recently, that 
1965 negative was scanned and worked 
upon in Affinity Photo, the latest processing 
software. The result is published here for the 
first time. The writer gladly acknowledges 
the original photographer’s skill, and the 
forsight and care of the late Fred Morris.

A hand or Stand camera of the type used a century ago. 
© Eric Houlder LRPS.
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Pontefract recently hosted two hugely 
successful events of national interest – the 
Tour de Yorkshire and the Liquorice Festival. 

Locals, visitors and viewers enjoyed a taste of all 
that the town has to offer. Much of the success 
of these and other events is down to volunteers, 
community groups, and businesses cooperating 
as #TeamPontefract – a designation that might 
upset the more traditionally-minded!

Sadly, like other efforts to improve the town, 
the decorations for both these events were 
subjected to mindless acts of petty vandalism and 
arson. This prompted much debate and polemic 
about the disintegration of modern society. One 
thing is certain though, that #TeamPontefract will 
not be discouraged.

Perhaps the story of a celebration from 
Pontefract’s past illustrates the sheer bloody-
mindedness of Pomfretians when it comes to 
organising a party.

#TeamPontefract: 
The Pontefract Volunteers

by Jayne Poppleton

Over 120 years ago, the town came together 
to mark the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria. 
Businesses, volunteers and community groups 
raised funds to provide a day of celebration.
Volunteers worked alongside professionals to 
decorate the town, including two enormous 
monograms of ‘VR’ on both the Town Hall and 
the Buttercross, illuminated by ‘the magic of gas’, 
and probably the equivalent of a laser display 
today.

An enormous procession consisting of the 
Borough Band, schoolchildren, Borough worthies 
and a host of local organisations gathered in 
Cornmarket. They were accompanied by the local 
cyclists’ group, some of whom had decorated 
their bikes in honour of the occasion – another 
image echoed recently. In place of honour at 
the head of the procession were the Pontefract 
Volunteers,  representing those groups who had 
given most to realising the celebrations; who 
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had been up since  dawn to decorate the town, 
and to put finishing touches to the climax of the 
day – a giant bonfire in the Park to be lit by local 
dignitaries at 10pm.

Unfortunately, as the procession reached 
Pontefract Castle that afternoon, word came 
that vandals had lit the fire prematurely, it was 
already blazing furiously and would be burnt out 
long before the planned finale. The materials 
had taken weeks to collect, much having been 
donated by local industry. Most of the crowds 
gave a collective shrug of the shoulders and went 
off to the various refreshments on offer.

The Pontefract Volunteers however, refused to 
be beaten. Foregoing their suppers, and press-
ganging other citizens with a mixture of charm, 
favours called-in and appeals to better natures, 
the volunteers worked together against the clock 
to restock the fuel for the bonfire. This is in the 
time where few people had cars, and even fewer 
had phones. Pretty much anything that could be 
burnt and was going begging was found, collected 
and transported to the Park, where others were 
gauging the fuel available against the burning time 
required.

As the start of the evening finale was signalled 
as planned at 10pm by a display of rockets, the 
bonfire was burning magnificently; so much so 
that many in the crowd were unaware of the 
attempt to ruin the celebrations. The act of 
vandalism/arson had failed, thanks to the tenacity 
and resourcefulness of the volunteers.

Thankfully, although the recent hostile acts 
have been annoying, #TeamPontefract has not 
had to match the determination of their symbolic 
ancestors; the Pontefract Volunteers, but should 
they ever be required to do so, there’s little 
doubt that they will live up to their example.

And then we can all complain that modern 
society is going to the dogs, just as we did in 
1897.
Jayne is Chair of Pontefract Heritage Group. 
For more information about the group, visit
www.pontefractheritagegroup.org.uk.

Stockists of quality new and 
pre-loved sporting arms, 

ammunition, accessories and 
shooting supplies. 

28 Spawd Bone Lane, 
Knottingley, WF11 0JG

01977 675388
Visit us online or in store:
www.craigkidd.co.uk

Craig Kidd
S P O R T I N G  A R M S  &  S H O O T I N G  S U P P L I E S

Est.

2018

A family run Cafe with a drinks licence, 
just off Market Place.

We cater for all types of food, including 
Vegetarian, Vegan and Gluten Free. 
 Mauds Yard can be found next to 

Dorothy Perkins.

01977 792 255
www.maudscafeofpontefract.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook - Mauds Cafe of Pontefract

Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ

F
O

R2 1
ON ALL CAKES 

WITH 
THIS AD
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Friarwood Festival 
by Rachel Riley

As a Pontefract lass with a passion 
for the great outdoors, the Valley 
Gardens has always played a 

significant part in my life. Now, as a mum of 
two young boys, it’s a pleasure to be one of 
the dedicated volunteers who helps to make 
sure it stays clean and safe for everyone. 

Along with maintaining its beauty, Friends 
of Friarwood Valley Gardens set out to 
create a free family-friendly day to celebrate 
the park and the people of Pontefract. 

Working to a tight budget and with 
no experience, we encountered many 
unexpected challenges along the way. The 
logistical demands of organising such a large 
event proved difficult to fit around our daily 
lives. 

However, we remained committed to 
our goal of hosting a joyous, gentle festival 
starring talented local musicians. And so last 
August, the Friarwood Festival was born.

On the day of the festival, a handful of 
volunteers worked intensively to decorate 
and set-up the park before we nervously 
threw open the Friarwood Festival gates 
at 2pm. We had hoped that at least a few 
hundred people would come and have fun. 
More than treble that turned out in the 
sunshine to dance the day away and we 
knew we had to do it again. 

On Saturday 17th August the Valley 
Gardens will host the second Friarwood 
Festival. Myself and co-organisers, Colin 
White and Phil Cook, are determined that 
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this year will be even bigger and better - and 
yes, that means even more portaloos! 

A vibrant and diverse line-up of live 
music features some of Pontefract’s most 
gifted artists, while non-stop children’s 
entertainment includes real life fairies and 
lawn games. Food and drink offerings – from 
pizza and beer to noodles and Prosecco – 
should suit every taste.  

Local primary schoolchildren have also 
helped to create an exciting art exhibition 
for the festival that will be unveiled on the 
day. 

The generosity of last year’s festivalgoers 
and vendors meant we raised more than 
£2,000 to put back into the park. This year, 
residents of Pontefract and beyond voted 
for Friarwood Valley Gardens to be awarded 
a tremendous £4,000 from Tesco’s Bags of 
Help grant. The funds will be used towards 
our summer events, with the rest earmarked 
for playground improvements and a 
permanent structure honouring the park’s 
70th birthday next year.

We’re so grateful to all the people who 
have supported us through donations of 
money, services and volunteering their 
time. We hope the Friarwood Festival will 
become a long-standing annual fixture for 
the town and generate many wonderful 
memories for people in our area. 

Whether you’re a regular visitor to the 
Valley Gardens or a relative stranger to 
the park, why not dust off your camping 
chairs and join us to support our glorious 
community space with a day to remember.

Friarwood Festival will be held on 
Saturday 17th August 2019, 2pm-9pm. 

If you would like to support or volunteer 
at the Friarwood Festival, or become a 
Friend of Friarwood Valley Gardens, email 
friarwoodfestival@mail.com
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Space 
Lectures 
with Ken Willoughby

I t’s probably fair to say that the vast majority 
of people will know that Buzz Aldrin was 
the second person to set foot on the moon. 

However, did you know that in 2008, he also set 
foot in Pontefract? 

Nor is he the only astronaut the visit our town. 
Since 2005, Ken Willoughby has worked tirelessly 
to bring some of the most influential astronaut 
speakers of the golden age of space exploration 
to Pontefract.

It all started when Ken, who had been 
interested in astronomy from a very early age, 
attended an event in 2004 to see Valentina 
Tereshkova, the first woman in space and Charlie 
Duke, the tenth man to set foot on the Moon.

“After we had our photo taken with Charlie, 
I asked if he would be interested in coming to 
Pontefract to talk to schoolchildren and give a public 
lecture the same evening. He said no problem and 
gave me his card.”

The following year, Charlie Duke visited 
Pontefract to present a lecture at Carleton 
Community High School. The event was a great 
success, with 550 people in attendance from all 
over Britain, including a few from Europe.

“Not long after, I started receiving emails asking 
when was the next one and who would it be. We 
needed something like this up North because, like 
me, most people were fed up of going down South 
to meet astronauts, standing in a queue for 60/90 
minutes, a quick handshake and your mate taking a 
photo if you were lucky.”

Alan Bean, the fourth man on the moon 
presented a lecture the following year to 
another sell out audience. Buzz Aldrin was the 
next to come over on a ‘flying’ visit, arriving 
one Sunday morning  to give an interview to 

Yorkshire Television, speak to pupils at Carleton 
Community High School and present a public 
lecture the same evening.

“The next astronaut to visit was Fred Haise of 
Apollo 13. Exactly one week after Freddo’s talk at 
Carleton Community High School. the hall burnt 
down. We called it the Apollo 13 curse!”

Subsequent events have built on this initial 
success and people now attend from all over the 
British Isles, ROI, Europe and even the USA.

“From what I thought would be a ‘one off’ the 
event has grown to be one of the best astronaut 
events in the Country, if not Europe and we now 
have a team that is second to none in organising 
things on the day.”

Space Lectures is a non-profit organisation 
and any money left over once speaker fees, 
flights and accommodation have been paid for, is 
donated to UNICEF and Fior De Loto. Over the 
years around 16,000 school children have had 
the opportunity to meet the astronauts for free 
when they have also visited schools in the area.

The next lecture will be held in October, 
where Colonel Jack Lousma will be in 
attendance. For more information on this and 
other events, visit www.space-lectures.com.



What’s On?

Yorkshire Day: A 
Victorian Garden 
Party! 
1 August, 11am - 4pm
Pontefract Castle

Prepare to be transported back 
in time to a Victorian Gymkhana 
set back when the castle first 
opened to the public. See 
horses, have a go at our coconut 
shy, listen to our traditional 
barrel organ, and meet  Queen 
Victoria herself! Drop-in Event. 
All Welcome.

Live Acoustic Music in 
the Bandstand
3, 10, 17, 24 August, 
12pm - 2pm
Pontefract Castle

Live acoustic music from the 
bandstand from various local 
artists. Drop-in Event. All 
Welcome.

Botanical Drawing with 
Sue Vize
4 August, 10:30am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Take inspiration from our herb 
garden and learn the art of 
botanical illustration with one 
of the UK’s top botanical artists. 
Adults 16+. To check availability 
and book, please call 01924 
302700.

A Week of Tomfoolery!
5 - 10 August, 11am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Join us for fun, frolics and 
frivolity as we enjoy a week of 
tomfoolery at Pontefract Castle! 
Drop-in Family Event.

The Imagination 
Museum: Imagining 
Artefacts
7 August, 10am - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

We have created some 
imaginary artefacts for our 
museum. See if you can spot 
the difference between real 
old artefacts and our pretend 
ones. Then create an imaginary 
artefact of your own to take 
home. Drop-in Family Event.

What The Floyd: The 
music of Pink Floyd
1 August, 7:30pm - 10pm
Pontefract Town Hall

Using the latest technology, a 
stunning light show and some 
of the finest musicians in the 
business, What The Floyd 
recreate the sights and sounds 
of a Pink Floyd concert. Booking 
required.Yorkshire Day in the 

Valley Gardens
1 August, 11am - 4pm
Friarwood Valley Gardens

Family fun day in the Valley 
Gardens with music and 
entertainment throughout 
the day. No alcohol licence.
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Additional events and more details on all the events 
listed below can be found on our website.
If you would like to have your event included on 
this page, please send details to
events@pomfretian.co.uk

Rage Against The 
Machine - A CAT Club 
presentation
8 August, 7:30pm - 10:30pm
Tap & Barrel Pontefract

John Morter, best known for 
his gatecrashing of the music 
industry with his phenomenal 
‘Rage Against The X Factor’ 
campaign, presents their the 
eponymous debut album. 
Booking required.
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Folk Music at the Castle 
11 August, 11am - 4pm
Pontefract Castle

Showcase of local folk music 
artists performing in the 
bandstand at the castle. Bring a 
picnic, sit back, and relax! Drop-
in Event. All Welcome.

Wonkey Donkey 4 Year 
Anniversary
8 August
The Wonkey Donkey Visitors 
Centre

For more information, visit 
www.wonkey-donkey.co.uk.

The Imagination 
Museum: Create a 
Character
14 August, 10am - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

Discover some of the real 
people who have influenced 
Pontefract’s amazing history 
and the create an imaginary 
historical character of your own!
Drop-in Family Event.

A Concert with 
Knottingley Concert 
Brass
18 August, 1pm - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

A band concert by Knottingley 
Concert Brass. Drop-in Event. 
All Welcome. 

Sanctuary at Sunset
9 August
The Wonkey Donkey Visitors 
Centre

Ticket only event. 
For more information, visit 
www.wonkey-donkey.co.uk.

Friarwood Festival
17 August, 2pm - 9pm
Friarwood Valley Gardens

Free live music and family 
event in Friarwood Valley 
Gardens. Including food, 
activities and more!

Civil Wars: Attack & 
Defence 
12 - 17 August, 11am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Discover Pontefract Castle’s 
dramatic Civil War history and 
learn some essential soldiering 
skills! Drop-in Event. All Ages 
Welcome.

Witches & Wizards 
19 - 24 August, 11am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Join us as we explore the wierd, 
wacky and wonderful world of 
witches and wizards! Drop-in 
Event. All Ages Welcome. 

Picnic in the Park - 
Under 5’s Event
13 August, 1pm - 3pm
The Old Quarry Adventure 
Playground, Knottingley

Summer Fayre
17 August 
The Wonkey Donkey Visitors 
Centre

For more information, visit 
www.wonkey-donkey.co.uk.

In The Zone Family Day
18 August, 11:30am - 6:30pm
Pontefract Racecourse
A Family Fun Day including a 
funfair, face painting, circus, free 
sweets, activity packs for the 
kids, pony rides and more.

Stone Carving 
Workshop
18 August, 10am - 4pm
Pontefract Castle

Join Melanie Wilks, the talented, 
professional sculptor and use 
castle stonework as inspiration 
to carve a unique relief piece.
To check availability and book, 
please call 01924 302700.

Picnic in the Park
14 August, 11am - 2pm
Pontefract Park

Bring your own picnic and join 
in the family fun, with lots of free 
attractions.

Pontefract 
Calligraphers
14 August, 10am - 2pm
Pontefract Library

Come along and meet members 
of Pontefract Calligraphers.
This is your opportunity to try 
Calligraphy for yourself.
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31 August, 11am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

The Wakefield Archers 
return to Pontefract Castle in 
partnership with Wakefield 
Council to bring back their 
annual longbow archery 
tournament. Come along and 
watch this spectacular display of 
a traditional skill that defended 
Pontefract for centuries. Drop-in 
Event. All Welcome.

Hundhill Party in the 
Park
31 August, 2pm till late
Hundhill Hall

This year will be spectacular 
with a full day of events leading 
up to the evening with a host 
of live bands and entertainment.  
Adults: £7.00, Children: £4.00,
Family: £20.00 (2 Adults & 3 
Children)
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Green Man Workshop
25 August, 
10am - 12pm & 2pm - 4pm 
Pontefract Castle

Work in clay using natural 
resources and beautiful images 
for inspiration. With medieval 
ceramics artist, Karen Slade.
Adults Only. To check availability 
and book, please call 01924 
302700.

Supertramp - Breakfast 
in America - A CAT Club 
presentation
22 August, 7:30pm - 10pm
Tap & Barrel Pontefract

Supertramp saxophonist, John 
Helliwell will be with us to 
present the band’s magnum 
opus from 1977, Breakfast In 
America. Booking required.

The Imagination 
Museum: Museums for 
the Future
28 August, 10am - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

What will the museums of the 
future look like? What objects 
will they have in them? Can you 
use your imagination to design a 
museum for the future? Drop-in 
Event. All Ages Welcome. 

“DARNT PIT”
28 August, 1pm - 3pm
The Old Quarry Adventure 
Playground, Knottingley

For All Ages, £1 Entry

The Imagination 
Museum: Fact or 
Fiction?
21 August, 10am - 3pm
Pontefract Museum

We have created some 
imaginary information labels 
for some of the objects at 
Pontefract Museum. Can you 
identify the fact from the 
fiction? Drop-in Event. All Ages 
Welcome. 

Thurcroft Miner’s 
Welfare Band
25 August, 
10am - 12pm & 2pm - 4pm 
Pontefract Castle

A concert by Thurcroft Miner’s 
Welfare Band. Drop-in Event. All 
Ages Welcome. 

Adoption Day
26 August, 
The Wonkey Donkey Visitors 
Centre

For more information, visit 
www.wonkey-donkey.co.uk.

“WATERFIGHT!”
30 August, 1pm - 3pm
The Old Quarry Adventure 
Playground, Knottingley

In partnership with Grasmere 
Park & Warwick Ahead, £2 
Entry

Donkey Camping 
Weekend
31 August
The Wonkey Donkey Visitors 
Centre

Ticket only event.For more 
information, visit www.wonkey-
donkey.co.uk.

Medieval Mêlée 
Week!
26 - 30 August, 
11am - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Try your hand at archery, 
jump into the jousting arena, 
and discover other knightly 
skills needed to become a 
medieval mêlée champion! 
Drop-in Event. All Welcome!



01977 233124
2 Alamo House, Session House Yard, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF8 1BN  

Your Property   Our Priority

Find out what your 
HOME is WORTH 
in 60 seconds

Visit our website today to find out what your
house is worth with our FREE online service.

You can rest assured that your data will not be shared with any third
parties, and you can use the service as often and as many times as you like. 

Go to  to get your valuation.

Simply enter your details and you will receive an instant valuation
of your house, based on recent sales of similar properties in your area. 


