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Submissions
If you would like to contribute to the 
Pomfretian please call 07936 860 215 
or email hello@pomfretian.co.uk. 
We’re always delighted to hear from 
writers, photographers and anyone 
involved in a local group or activity.

Advertise
For more information on how to 
advertise visit www.pomfretian.co.uk, 
email hello@pomfretian.co.uk or call 
07936 860 215.

Disclaimer
Pomfretian is produced and published 
by Love Local Ltd.
The opinions expressed within the 
magazine are of the individual authors 
and not necessarily those of the 
Pomfretian.  While every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy 
of content, we accept no liability in 
respect of the content of any article,  
event, photo or advertisement.
©Love Local Ltd. All rights reserved. 
No reproduction or copying without 
permission.
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Pontefract Castle No 
Longer ‘At Risk’
The news that Pontefract Castle is to be removed 
from Historic England’s Heritage at Risk register 
was announced on 1st August during celebrations 
marking Yorkshire Day.
The castle, which was deemed to be at risk in 
2003 due to the poor condition of the ruins, will 
be removed from the published register later this 
year. 
Work started on the £5 million Key to the North 
project in 2015 and has seen works undertaken 
to conserve and protect the heritage for current 
and future generations. 
Neil Redfern, Principal Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments at Historic England, said: “The 
extensive programme of repair works has made it 
structurally sound and increased accessibility to parts 
of the site, while the new visitor centre, engaging 
signage and extensive events programme has 
transformed the castle into a major tourist attraction 
and a well-used local amenity.”

‘The Citizen’ Goes 
Digital
Wakefield Council are launching the 
first online edition of their newspaper, 
The Citizen, and are encouraging 
residents across the district to sign up 
to receive their free copy.
The new edition will complement the 
printed edition, which is delivered to 
all homes and businesses in the district 
each spring.
Containing essential news and exclusive 
stories relevant to your household 
and your community, the publication 
provides news from across the district 
and insight into upcoming programmes 
and policies.
You can sign up to receive the new 
digital edition at www.wakefield.gov.
uk/citizen, which can be read on smart 
phones, computers and tablets.

Community 
News
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We love to hear from groups, 
organisations and individuals about 
what’s happening locally. Include a photo 
if you can. Email your stories to 
news@pomfretian.co.uk
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Expert Accountants
For over 26 years, the team at Stephens 
Accountants in Pontefract have been 
supporting local business owners with all 
their accounts and taxation needs.

 01977 791757
info@stephensaccountants.co.uk

Southgate Business Centre, 32 Gillygate, WF8 1PQ

Check our website for ways to save on 
your existing fees:

www.stephensaccountants.co.uk

King’s Own Yorkshire 
Light Infantry 
Celebrated

A presentation was held on Wednesday 
21 August at Pontefract Library to unveil a 
statuette celebrating the long, proud history 
of the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in 
Pontefract.
The statuette, which was presented by 
Councillor Sandra Pickin, the Armed Forces 
Champion for Wakefiled Council, will remain 
on display in Pontefract Library as a lasting 
tribute. 
The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, 
affectionately known as ‘The Koylis’, officially 
existed from 1881 to 1968, with the 
Pontefract Corps having originally being 
stationed at Pontefract Barracks, where 
Morrisons now stands. They later moved 
to larger barracks which were build on 
Wakefield Road in 1878.
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01977 820 000
jason.bailey@travelcounsellors.com

www.travelcounsellors.com/jason.bailey

Your Travel Counsellor
Jason Bailey-Amos

Based in Pontefract, I specialise 
in tailor-made worldwide 

itineraries and cruise packages, 
as well as multi centre city break 

options and much more.
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Liquorice Café Reopens 
at Pontefract Castle
The new and improved café facilities at 
Pontefract Castle were officially opened on 
Monday 12 August by Pontefract’s Town 
Crier.
The new café offers a revised menu of 
healthy and fresh food to eat in or take 
away, with a variety of hot and cold food 
choices, children’s options, sweet treats and 
hot and cold drinks. 
Cllr Les Shaw, Wakefield Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Corporate Services, said: 
“The castle attracts thousands of visitors each 
year and I’m sure people will take a break, 
enjoy a meal, snack or a drink in this fantastic 
setting, which offers great views of the historic 
landmark from both the indoor and outdoor 
seating areas.”
The café, situated within the newly 
developed visitors centre, was part of  The 
Key to the North project, which has seen 
numerous improvements and renovation 
works caried out, and was financed through 
funding totalling £5 million.
During the summer months, the café is open 
Tuesday to Sunday 10am - 4pm from 1 April 
until 30 September. In the winter it will open 
from Wednesday to Sunday from 1 October 
until 31 March, from 10am – 4pm.

W E  A R E  P O N T E F R AC T ’ S 

C U RTA I N S ,  C A R P E T I N G  A N D 

F LO O R I N G  S P E C I A L I ST S

Taylored Holmes
carpet and curtain specialist

Visit our showroom for 3 floors of beautiful 
made to measure curtains, quality floor 

coverings, fabulous paints and wonderful 
wall coverings. 

With over 70 years combined experience, 
we can help make your house a home.

01977 704272
17A Front Street, Pontefract, WF8 1DA

www.tayloredholmes.co.uk

Stockists of quality new and 
pre-loved sporting arms, 

ammunition, accessories and 
shooting supplies. 

28 Spawd Bone Lane, 
Knottingley, WF11 0JG

01977 675388
Visit us online or in store:
www.craigkidd.co.uk

Craig Kidd
S P O R T I N G  A R M S  &  S H O O T I N G  S U P P L I E S

Est.

2018



Wentbridge House Hotel
The Great North Road, Wentbridge, Pontefract, WF8 3JJ 

Tel: 01977 620444      
www.wentbridgehouse.co.uk

- Open every day for lunch & dinner -

www.bluebellwentbridge.co.uk
Blue Bell Inn & Blue Smoke Artisan Pizza

The Great North Road, Wentbridge, WF8 3JP 

Tel: 01977 620697

BLUE SMOKe
artisan pizza



Our welcoming care home offers 
a home-from-home where older 
people receive the care they 
need and the support they want 
to continue to live their life with 
dignity and choice.

•  Comfortable day rooms
•  9.6 carehome.co.uk user rating
•  Beauty salon
•  Little break – Short term care
•  Home from home – Long term care
•  Overall ‘Good’ CQC rating

To find out more information on 
the care that both homes can offer 
you, or your loved one, please visit 
our website or contact our Home 
Manager, Tamsin Ryan.

Nestled in the popular town of Pontefract in West Yorkshire, 
Priory Gardens is a lovely, purpose-built care home offering 
residential, nursing and residential memory care for those living 
with dementia. 

W  hc-one.co.uk
T  0333 999 8603
E  careline@hc-one.co.uk
A  Ladybalk Lane, Pontefract,     

West Yorkshire, WF8 1JQ



Extinction 
Rebellion
Pontefract
by Joy and Andrew Rollinson

Extinction Rebellion is an environmental 
movement whose aim is to halt climate 
change and stop further global biodiversity 

loss. Now an International organisation, one of 
its co-founders - Gail Bradbrook - is from South 
Elmsall and was a former student of Minsthorpe 
High School.

Two years ago, Gail and other academic 
researchers met to seriously consider 
two questions: 1. Why has campaigning on 
climate change and biodiversity loss failed so 
catastrophically over the past generation, and 2. 
How can we make it work? From this Extinction 
Rebellion was born.

We all remember the hot weather in July 2019 
which coincided with highest ever temperatures 
in Belgium, Netherlands, Germany and France, 
wildfires in Siberia, unprecedented 35ºF 
temperatures in the Arctic, and the disappearance 
of icesheets from Iceland. Such phenomena had 
been predicted by scientists for decades, but 
these alarm bells had been widely ignored. More 
recently, scientists have called upon a weight of 
research evidence which shows that the earth is 
entering a 6th Mass Extinction of species caused 
by factors such as deforestation, urban sprawl, 
monoculture farming, and use of pesticides. Due 
to the actions of Extinction Rebellion, many local 
authorities and governments in the UK have now 
finally acceded to the scientific consensus and 
declared a Climate Emergency.

But more needs to be done. Extinction 

Rebellion believe that we have an obligation 
to act. We can no longer avoid the truth, and 
even if it is just on a small scale we have to 
try and rectify what we in the developed west 
have been largely responsible for. This can 
involve personally limiting your carbon footprint, 
recycling more, walking or cycle to work, planting 
more trees, and boycotting fast fashion and 
plastic. Or it could involve joining with us at 
your local Extinction Rebellion Group where 
we advocate for a regenerative culture using 
peaceful non-violent direct action methods. We 
are Pontefract Extinction Rebellion and we meet 
every Tuesday at 7pm at the Quaker Meeting 
House, Liquorice Way. You can also find us on 
Facebook: @xrpontefract. Contact us also if your 
organisation is interested in hosting our ‘Heading 
for Extinction’ talk.

The Extinction Rebellion symbol is a circle, 
which represents the earth, and within which is 
an empty hourglass. We also have a Vision for the 
World. It is of a world where love and kindness 
are the fabric of life; where all nature and beings 
are seen as equal, appreciated and understood 
as interwoven strands. Here we have regained a 
sense of magic and mystery to life. Our children 
are safe to grow, play and explore. The future is 
assured for them and for generations to come. 
Some might say this is an idealistic vision. We 
don’t agree. The map to it is the map of the 
human heart. Join us. You will be welcomed. 

9COMMUNITY



Pontefract and District 
Golf Club

by John Beevers

T he Golf Club was first established 
in 1904 when the founder 
members created a nine hole 

course on land belonging to the local 
park. In the early 1920’s a completely 
new course was laid out on adjoining 
land, leased from the Duchy of Lancaster. 
A decade later, the course was extended 
from 9 to 18 holes based on a layout 
drawn by Dr Alister Mackenzie, the world 
famous designer of Augusta, the home of 
the US Masters.

The members purchased the land 
from the Duchy in 1985 and in 2003 

the Club bought some adjoining land 
which enabled it to create new holes 
and expand the practice facilities which 
includes a driving range. This has ensured 
that, whilst we are proud of the Club’s 
wonderful history, we are taking positive 
steps to embrace the best parts of the 
modern world of golf.

There may still be a perception of golf 
as being an elite sport which is expensive 
to play. This is definitely not our view 
at PDGC and the Club has the status 
of Community Amateur Sports Club, 
which means we are open to the whole 
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community and include:
• A membership that is open to all 

without discrimination
• Facilities that are open to all 

members without discrimination
• Fees that do not represent a 

significant obstacle to membership 
or use of its facilities

The Club has several sections to cater 
for different categories of golfers including:

• Tigers – Handicap 0 to 15
• Rabbits – Handicap 16 and above
• Ladies
• Juniors – up to 18 years of age
• Seniors – age 55 and over
The Club is extremely proud of its 

playing heritage. Our Scratch Team 
has won the Leeds and District First 
Division Team Championship for the 
last two years and several players have 
represented Yorkshire in county matches 
over many years.

Our policy is to offer a warm welcome 
to members, casual visitors, golf societies 
and corporate customers and we 
pride ourselves on delivering excellent 
customer service at all times. We have 
a well-stocked professionals shop and 
Ian Marshall, our professional, is able to 
offer excellent quality products at an 
attractive price. In addition, golf lessons 
are available and are structured to 
individual requirements (from beginners 
to experienced golfers).

The Club also benefits from a 
clubhouse split into the 19th and a large 
dining area which share an outdoor 
terrace overlooking the putting green and 
18th green. 

We would welcome new members 
and visitors. For more information 
please contact the Club Secretary on 
01977 792241 or email secretary@
pdgc.co.uk.



Ropergate, the street which links Market 
Place to Jubilee Way, has played a pivotal 
role in the history of Pontefract. Laid out 

in the middle ages, around the same time as the 
market place, Ropergate was at one time the 
main route into the town from the west, before 
Valley Road was cut through in the 1920s. 

As a bustling thoroughfare into the town, 
it’s little wonder the street became known for 
its grand Georgian buildings and the varied 
businesses and trades which operated along it. 
Throughout the years, Ropergate has been home 
to numerous architects, banks, iron mongers, 
tailors, liquorice dealers, a Masonic Lodge, an 
eighteenth century mansion and the “plushest 
cinema in Pontefract”. However, it’s likely that 
the street received its distinctive name from one 
trade in particular – rope-making. 

As with many streets in Pontefract whose 

Street in Focus

Ropergate
names reflect their previous associations to 
trades, it is believed that the name Ropergate 
was derived from its former use as a ropewalk; a 
long straight narrow lane, where long strands of 
material were laid out before being twisted into 
rope. 

Whilst very few ropewalks still exist and many 
of the old trades have inevitably disappeared, 
Ropergate remains to be an integral and pleasant 
gateway for people entering the town on foot. 
It also continues to be home to a huge variety 
of fascinating independent shops and businesses, 
some of which are showcased on the following 
pages. From restaurants, cafes and bars, to fashion, 
health and beauty and everything in between, 
Ropergate continues to be a vibrant hub of retail, 
services and trades for which it has long been 
distinguished.
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Signature
13 Ropergate

With over 30 years of 
retail trading, Signature are 
suppliers of a wide range of 
quality products at fabulous 
prices. Their stock includes 
menswear, branded school 
uniforms, dancewear, fancy 
dress, fabrics, trimmings, 
ribbons and much more.
01977 703657

The Shoe Room
16 Ropergate

The Shoe Room are 
stockists of exquisite shoes 
and handbags for ladies. 
They are a local retailer for a 
wide selection of quality and 
well-known designer brands, 
such as Ruby Shoo, Tamaris 
and Marco Tozzi, to name 
but a few.
01977 702949

Hark Interiors
18 Ropergate

With a huge range of 
furniture, lighting, mirrors 
and accessories to add those 
gorgeous finishing touches 
to your home, Hark Interiors 
on Ropergate is a “must 
visit” for anyone looking to 
make their house a home 
to be proud of. “Home is 
where the Hark is.” 
01977 790517

Young Minds 
Matter

22a Ropergate
Young Minds Matter believe 
education is the key that 
opens up opportunities. 
By providing tailored and 
personalised learning in 
a friendly environment, 
they enable children and 
young people to fulfil their 
potential, whatever their 
ability or barriers to learning.
01977 703702

Ego Hairstyling
24 Ropergate

Established in 2005, Ego 
hairstyling cater to all ages 
and cover all grounds of 
hairdressing in line with the 
latest trends. With early, late 
and Saturday appointments 
their staff will give honest 
advice and strive to ensure 
you leave with a smile on 
your face.
01977 599299

LOCAL HISTORY 13FEATURE

Coffee Lounge
10 Ropergate

If you want freshly prepared 
homemade produce then 
the Coffee Lounge is 
the place to go. Famous 
for its homemade soups, 
mouth-watering paninis and 
delicious cakes. A family run 
business with friendly staff at 
all times. 
07444 426235
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Top Mark
26-30 Ropergate

Top Mark Suit Hire offer 
the best quality suit hire in 
Yorkshire including wedding 
suits, morning wear, lounge 
suits, dinner suits , prom and 
page boy outfits. With over 
28 years in the wedding 
industry, Top Mark has 
become Yorkshires leading 
formalwear hire specialist.
01977 791882

Myxology
29 Ropergate

Whether you fancy a catch 
up with friends over a coffee 
and sandwich during the day 
or a chill out with friends in 
a cool cocktail bar during 
the evening, Myxology has 
everything you are looking 
for, all served by highly 
trained and friendly staff.
01977 277474

1902
30 Ropergate

1902 is a fresh new take 
on ladies’ fashion, offering 
a unique mix of highly 
desirable, wearable pieces 
for women of all ages 
and sizes. With new items 
arriving frequently, 1902 
brings together a collection 
of on trend styles at prices 
to suit every budget.
01977 278670

Flowerworks
32a Ropergate

Creating stunning floral 
designs since 2006, 
Flowerworks florist offer 
a personalised service 
to inspire all flower 
lovers. From unique floral 
arrangements and beautiful 
wedding flowers, to personal 
tributes and custom designs, 
they can create blooms for 
any occasion. 01977 792101

Mitchell Phillips 
1 Smyth Street

Mitchell Phillips have been 
a team for 12 years and 
are passionate about 
healthy hair.  They offer hair 
extensions by Great Lengths 
and use environmentally 
friendly and vegan products 
to ensure every client has 
the ultimate hair experience 
in their sleek, stylish and 
premium salon. 
01977 599444

Hair by Neil
26 Ropergate

Hair by Neil have been 
welcoming clients to their 
town centre salon for over 
20 years and specialise in 
making people look and 
feel their best. Their superb 
stylists offer a friendly and 
professional service and will 
support you to achieve the 
hairstyle you desire.
01977 600069



Advanced Skin 
Clinic

38 Ropergate

The Advanced Skin 
Clinic offer an extensive 
range of affordable, safe 
and painless treatments 
from skin problems and 
laser treatments to facial 
aesthetics.
01977 699955

JWP Solicitors
43 Ropergate

JWP Solicitors are your 
specialist local solicitors, with 
experts in Family Law, Wills, 
Road traffic, Personal Injury 
and much more. You’re very 
welcome to visit their offices 
on Ropergate, or give them 
a call on 01977 790029

Moorhouse 
Opticians
51 Ropergate

Established in 1919, 
Moorhouse Opticians 
are your local, family run, 
independent opticians. Their 
opticians take their time 
over every eye examination, 
ensuring that every test is 
performed to the highest 
possible standard.
01977 703307
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I love the language of round here; the 
dialect, the idioms, the way we express 
ourselves, the sound of the words we use 

and the names we give to things and places.  
I’m not being parochial, I love the language 
of “round here”, wherever round here might 
be. I have a soft spot for the way people 
talk in the North East and the almost 
Norse dialect that they use in Newcastle. 
I like the softer tones I hear in the Lake 
District and in East Yorkshire, where they 
flatten out their vowels and let out their 
words almost to chime with the landscape 
and weather.  I even enjoy listening to the 
burr of southern counties like Hampshire, 
but I have to confess that the accent I hear 
around Pontefract is one that brings music 
to my ears. Most of all I like the ancient 
words we use. We still say “laik” when we 
mean “play” and are rightly proud that this 
word comes down to us over a thousand 

The Language of Round Here
by Ian Clayton

years and more from Viking settlers who 
sailed from the coasts of Norway and 
Denmark. Etymologists and word smiths will 
tell you that the word “laik” is also the root 
of the children’s building game “Lego” and 
they’re  right. Lego comes from the Danish 
expression “Leg godt” meaning “Play Well.” 

The old words are also a big part of 
our landscape. When we enjoy the beauty 
of Brock-a-Dale Woods, we celebrate 
the home of the badger, “Brock” being an 
ancient Celtic word for that lovely animal. A 
walk along the footpath in Spittal Hardwick 
Lane, doesn’t just take us from Monkhill 
Lane up to Fryston, it puts us on a journey 
through the history of words. “Spittal” is an 
ancient word for hospital, especially one 
dealing with contagious diseases. “Hardwick” 
is a combination of an old English word 
“Heorde” for a flock or herd and “Wic” 
another old word for an outlying farmstead. 
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So, the next time you walk, let’s say, from 
The Hope and Anchor pub near Pontefract 
Castle to Townville, you are walking past an 
outlying farming hamlet where once was a 
hospital. When the Norsemen came they 
replaced the word “Wic” with one of their 
own words meaning the same thing, this was 
“Thorpe” and that’s how we find that word 
in village names like “Thorpe Audlin.” 

I find that local people like to know the 
origin of their town or village name. The 
one I get asked most about is Purston Jaglin. 
If we go back to the Domesday book we 
find that this small settlement was called 
“Prestone”, as in “Priest’s Farmstead.” Where 
his church or chapel was the book doesn’t 
say. How did “Jaglin” get added to this then? 
I turned up some research undertaken 
by a man with the fine name, Alexander 
Alexander. He was a storekeeper at Ackton 
Hall pit in the late Victorian era. He was also 
a renowned local antiquarian. Alexander 
points to a will made in 1384 by William de 
Quernby, who bequeaths a book for service 
to The Chantry of St John the Baptist in 
Preston Jakelin in 1384. Alexander goes on 
to suggest that Jakelin is probably the name 
of the Priest. He also suggests a possible 
site of the chantry chapel is Monk Royd, 
the name to this day of the farm between 
Pontefract and Purston. Monk Royd meaning 
“Priest’s Clearing.” There was for many 
centuries a small hamlet here by the name 
of Swine Lane. This stood on the edge of 
the very famous Roman road, Ermine Way, 
which came in a direct line from Doncaster 
across the fields near to Farmer Copley’s 
to cross the River Aire at Castleford. The 
next time you take a bus from Pontefract 
to Featherstone, think on as you get to the 
bottom of Marlpit Hill, that you are about 
to pass over a Roman highway that forms a 
boundary between Pontefract and a village 
where once a Priest called Jack read the 
scripture to a handful of farm workers.

A family run Cafe with a drinks licence, 
just off Market Place.

We cater for all types of food, including 
Vegetarian, Vegan and Gluten Free. 
 Mauds Yard can be found next to 

Dorothy Perkins.

01977 792 255
www.maudscafeofpontefract.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook - Mauds Cafe of Pontefract

Mauds Yard, Pontefract, WF8 1AQ
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Liquorice (Glycyrrhiza glabra) has been 
associated with Pontefract since its 
introduction into England in the late 

medieval period. This is largely because 
the quite specialised conditions for its 
growth occur around the eastern edges 
of the town. However, the root can be 
successfully cultivated elsewhere on the 
magnesian limestone belt, and Worksop 
in Nottinghamshire also has a name for its 
growth.

Nevertheless, Pontefract built up the 
reputation for liquorice sweets, particularly 
Pomfret Cakes, from the Eighteenth 
Century onwards. It is the root which 
contains the tasty juice, which boiled with 
molasses creates the black, sticky liquorice 
so beloved of apothecaries and children. 
The apothecaries used it for both its 
laxative qualities and its ability to mask 
‘nasty’ tastes. It was also useful for stomach 
complaints before modern science came 
upon the scene. Even today it is used to hide 
bitterness in a wide range of medicines.

Sadly, liquorice cultivation is very labour-
intensive, as both setting and harvesting 
is done in four foot deep manually-dug 
trenches. As a milk-boy the present writer 
remembers seeing the special narrow 
liquorice spades (similar to a celery spade) 
standing outside the back door of Mr Carter, 
one of the last two active farmers who 

In the 
Liquorice 
Fields of 
Pontefract...
by Eric Houlder

continued to grow the crop a lifelong in 
spite of cheaper imports from the Middle 
East, where the plant originates. This was in 
the 1950s. Later, in 1965, when trying out 
a new exposure meter, he shot a couple of 
frames of reversal (slide) film on the very 
last commercial crop. Without realising 
it, these were the only colour images of 
commercial liquorice growing ever taken in 
Pontefract until the current revival.

In those days, probably every child in the 
town had Sir John Betjeman’s poem, “In the 
Liquorice Fields of Pontefract”, drilled into 
him or her. Imagine the thrill when the man 
himself visited the town to speak at a Civic 
Trust dinner. A select group, comprising 
Harry Battye and Allan Blaza, escorted him 
to the fields, now growing potatoes, where 
he was asked, “Has this changed much since 
you were last here, Sir John?” He replied, 
“My boy, I’ve never been here before in my 
life!”

Sadly, the present writer was unable 
to take time off work, so no colour  
image exists showing poet and subject 
in juxtaposition, a lifelong regret to put 
alongside others.
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Pontefract Castle, Castle Garth,
Pontefract, WF8 1QH 

Historic Ruins l Exciting Events 
Eerie Dungeons

Free Admission 

Liquorice Café now open!

Pontefractcastle.co.uk

Come and
explore!

Offering visitors to Pontefract 
Castle a tempting array of 
delicious freshly prepared 

food, children’s meals, 
indulgent sweet treats and 

hot and cold drinks.
Opening times

Summer 1 April until 30 September, 
Tuesday – Sunday, 10am – 4pm

Winter 1 October until 31 March 
Wednesday – Sunday, 10am - 4pm

222131 Advert for the Pomfretian.indd   1 16/08/2019   10:08



Ackworth School, Pontefract Road, Ackworth, WF7 7LT

“Where one’s sense of confidence and wellbeing is 
hard to define, yet unmistakable.”    

Arrange your visit by contacting our Admissions Team on: 
admissions@ackworthschool.com or 01977 233 621
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Now in its 9th Year Pontefract’s 
Annual Lantern Festival is a fantastic 
FREE event organised by Pontefract 

Lioness Club.  The parade will be held on 
Saturday 19th October 2019 and attracts 
over 3000 visitors who gather at Pontefract 
Castle from 6:00pm, where there will be 
face painting, glitter tattoos, music and 
performers to keep you entertained until 
the parade sets off at 7:00pm.    

Led by Leão do Norte, Leeds Samba band 
and dancers, the parade will head through 
the town centre  and into Friarwood 
Valley Gardens, where there will be more 
entertainment and refreshments, making 
this one of the key events in Pontefract’s 
community calendar.

However, the Lantern Festival is not just 
a parade, it gives you the chance to get 
involved in your community by calling into 
one of our many Lantern Making Workshops 

which are being held throughout September 
and October at The Circle, Chequerfield and 
Pontefract Castle (15th & 22nd September). 

Pontefract Lioness Club provide all 
materials free of charge and we are on 
hand to help you bring your ideas to life. 
So whether you want a simple shape or an 
elaborate design (eg dragons, castles, animals 
or flower baskets), the only limitation to 
what can be made, is your own imagination.   
Lanterns are made from willow, glue and 
tissue paper and lit by battery operated 
lights and the design is such that the lanterns 
are carried (Pontefract Lioness Club do not 
encourage or support lanterns that can be 
let off into the sky).  

For further information including 
dates for workshops follow Pontefract 
Lantern Festival on Facebook or contact 
pontefractlanternfestival@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you all soon!

Pontefract Lantern Festival
by Pontefract Lioness Club
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What’s On?

Pelico - Live in concert. 
Energetic Indie/folk/
rock!
1 September, 6:30pm - 9pm
The Tap & Barrel 

Indie folk-rock band Pelico 
regularly play leading venues & 
festivals across the UK. They’ll 
be performing a stripped back 
concert in the intimate setting 
of the Tap & Barrel as a trio. 
Tickets available now. 

Extinction Rebellion 
Pontefract
Every Tuesday, 7pm
Quaker Meeting House, 
Pontefract

International environmentalist 
group. We meet to discuss ways 
to halt climate change and stop 
biodiversity loss at both local 
and national levels. 

Castle Crafts
4 September, 10am - 11am
Pontefract Castle

Fun creative session for 2-5 year 
olds and their adults. We will 
be going outside as part of our 
activities so wear messy clothes 
and wellies. Feel free to bring 
your child a drink and small 
snack - in case they need more 
energy! To check availability and 
book, please call 01924 302700.

Friday Night Grill
6 September, 7pm - 9:30pm
Wentbridge House Hotel

With live music and delicious 
grilled Dover Sole with a glass 
of Cloudy Bay Sauvignon Blanc. 
£40 per head with a selection 
of starters, main courses and 
puddings available, priced 
individually.

Fun Dog Show at 
Farmer Copleys
7 September, 11am
Farmer Copleys

A day of dog filled fun including 
awards for best in class, Farmer 
Copleys got Talent and lots of 
dog related stalls!

Tea Leaf Reading 
Evening
3 September, 7pm - 10pm
Mauds Cafe

An extraordinary audience 
event including complimentary 
drink on arrival, buffet and an 
intimate welcoming evening 
presented by Madam Csaszar.
Tickets are £20 per person.

Additional events and more details on all the events 
listed below can be found on our website.
If you would like to have your event included on 
this page, please send details to
events@pomfretian.co.uk

Talk: Interpreting 
Pontefract at the 
Museum and Castle
10 September, 7pm
Pontefract Town Hall

Organised by Pontefract Civic 
Society, this illustrated talk by 
Antonino Vella, Museums and 
Castle Manager for Wakefield 
Council, gives an insight into 
the development of the new 
displays and site information at 
Pontefract Castle and Museum. 
Members £2, non-members £4. 
Payable on the door.

A Concert with 
Doncaster Waites
1 September, 1pm - 3pm
Pontefract Castle

Part of Pontefract Castle’s 
summer season of concerts. The 
Doncaster Waites present an 
afternoon of traditional music. 
Drop-in Event. All Ages 
Welcome. 

Carleton and District 
Ladies Group AGM 
2 September, 7pm
Pontefract Rugby Club

Members £1,  visitors £2. 7pm 
for a 7.30pm start at Pontefract 
Rugby Club, Moor Lane, 
Carleton, Pontefact WF8 3RX. 
Visitors would be very welcome.



Talk: Religious 
Communities In and 
Around Pontefract
20 September, 1pm - 2pm
Pontefract Museum

A fascinating talk on the 
religious communities in and 
around Pontefract, led by Dr 
Pat Cullum of the University of 
Huddersfield. Booking Essential. 
Tickets Free. Adults Only. To 
check availability and book, 
please call 01924 302700.

Ian Clayton’s ‘Bringing 
It All Back Home’ 
17 September, 
7:30pm - 10pm
The Tap & Barrel

Featuring a selection of readings 
from the new updated edition 
of his critically acclaimed music 
book, an in depth interview with 
Ian conducted by Liz Wheeldon 
and a desert island disc selection 
of the music that soundtracks 
Ian’s life. Tickets available now. 

St. Michael’s Church, 
Harvest Supper
30 September
Pontefract Rugby Club

Booking essential. Adults £7, 
children £3 Tickets available to 
purchase by contacting Beryl on 
01977 797302, Mary on 01977 
704158 or Claire on 01977 
702555.

Jazz in the Church
19 September, 7:30pm 
St Giles Church

The Savannah Jazz Band are 
back by popular demand 
and are performing in aid of 
Dementia UK. Tickets available 
from St Giles or pay on the 
door on the night from 18:30.

Iain Matthews & Ian 
Clayton: Thro My Eyes - 
Words and Music Tour
29 September, 
6:30pm - 9:30pm
The Tap & Barrel

This words and music show 
brings Matthews’ critically 
acclaimed memoir Thro’ 
My Eyes to life. Ian Clayton 
will read stories from the 
book interspersed with live 
songs from Iain Matthews, 
presenting an intimate and 
highly entertaining evening 
that tells the story of an 
artistic life through the eyes 
of one of our most enduring 
singer-songwriters. Tickets now 
available.

Autumn Craft and Gift 
Fair
22 September, 11am - 4pm
The Thornycroft Centre

A craft and gift fair with over 30 
small businesses and a variety of 
unique products.

Adult Pizza Making 
Masterclass
23 September, 7pm - 9pm
Blue Smoke, Wentbridge

An exciting night of dough 
tossing and Neopolitan pizza 
making! Limited places available, 
advance bookings only - £30 
per person - 01977 620697.
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Heritage Open Days 
2019
13 - 22 September
Various Locations

An opportunity to explore 
buildings, gardens and 
places of historic interest, 
as they open their doors 
to everyone free of charge. 
More information: www.
heritageopendays.org.uk

Friends of Pontefract 
Park Public Meeting
25 September, 
6:30pm - 8pm
Engine Room, New College

Open public meeting of Friends 
of Pontefract Park. Main item 
for discussion will be the new 
leisure centre and its impact 
on the Park and in particular 
the highways issues.Councillors 
and council officers  will be 
attending. 

Prince of Wales Hospice 
30 Year Celebration 
Tombola
25 September, 
9:30am - 12pm
St Giles Church

Our Mothers’ Union and 
Missions Committee will be 
holding a tombola to raise 
funds for The Prince of Wales of 
Hospice.



01977 233124
2 Alamo House, Session House Yard, Pontefract, West Yorkshire, WF8 1BN  

Your Property   Our Priority

Find out what your 
HOME is WORTH 
in 60 seconds

Visit our website today to find out what your
house is worth with our FREE online service.

You can rest assured that your data will not be shared with any third
parties, and you can use the service as often and as many times as you like. 

Go to  to get your valuation.

Simply enter your details and you will receive an instant valuation
of your house, based on recent sales of similar properties in your area. 


